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The Friends of the Brown County Library
value books, reading, education and the
continued pursuit of knowledge.
They recognize the vital role
our Library plays in the
Northeast Wisconsin
community.

OF THE BROWN COUNTY LIBRARY

Mark Your Calendar for

The

BIG Book Sale
Monday, March 7-Saturday, March 12

Also in This Issue:
The Library’s Unique Collections
Upcoming Renaissance Faire
Book Clubs
and More!

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.”
- Margaret Fuller

Your library card is your link to free online resources at: browncountylibrary.org
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From the
Editor’s
Desk

Any successful nonprofit
organization cannot function
without the passion, commitment, and hours provided by its
volunteers, and the Friends of the Brown County Library is no
different. The BIG Book Sale, Give-A-Kid-A-Book, Born to Read,
UntitledTown, our website, even the copy of the newsletter you’re
holding in your hands, would not be possible without the work of
our dedicated volunteers.
The Book Sale has always been our most complex event to organize.
After months of sorting books into sale categories by our volunteer
book sorters (under the direction of Sorting Room Coordinator
Curt Heuer), the sale itself requires a day for volunteers to set up
the sale, then six full days for volunteers to run the sale. We need to
fill nearly 175 volunteer slots of two- to three-hour duration to pull
off the sale. Putting the sale itself together is the result of the hard
work of our Book Sale Coordinators, Sherrill Revolinski and Diane
Vanderheiden. But coordinating all those volunteers and all those
slots to produce a well-run event falls on one person, the Friends’
Volunteer Coordinator.
In the early 2000s, that role was managed by different community
volunteers and Board members, then after 2008 by Board Member
Barbara Kane, then after 2013 by Board Member Laurel Marquardt.
In those earlier days, sign-up forms would be sent by postal mail,
and the coordinator would anxiously wait for library staff to fax
copies of the paper responses from volunteers as they came in each
day, hoping we wouldn’t have to telephone prospects to fill shifts.
Barbara added the option for volunteers to respond by email, and
was amazed at how tech savvy so many retirees turned out to be.
When Laurel took over, she started putting the schedule together in
Excel, and in 2016, the process took a huge leap forward when she
implemented the computer application SignUp.com to automate
much of the process together in an Excel spreadsheet.
In 2020, the Book Sales were put on hold due to the pandemic, and
Laurel decided to retire as coordinator. That same year, Monica
Moreau joined the Board. A native of the UP, Monica brought
leadership experience to the Board from her time as a Dental
Practice Manager and Insurance Operations. In 2021, Monica
agreed to become our new Volunteer Coordinator.

Laurel Marquardt and Barbara Kane,
Former Volunteer Coordinators

Monica Moreau,
FBCL Volunteer
Coordinator

Fall 2021 saw the return of our full scale BIG Book Sale, but this
time it was complicated by pandemic-related restrictions. With
her computer and management experience, Monica hit the ground
running, coordinating a larger number of volunteers to run a sale
across upper and lower levels of the Central Library.
The sale was another huge success, in no small part to Monica and
our many volunteers. To all our members who share in our mission
to support our Library, thank you!
Don Kraft, Managing Editor

Friends of the Brown
County Library
This newsletter is published on behalf of the Friends of the
Brown County Library. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charitable and educational organization whose mission is to
promote, sustain, and extend the mission of the Brown County
Library to help ensure library excellence into the future.
Our goals are:
• To assist in the funding, development, and implementation
		 of Library programs
• To promote knowledge of the functions, services, resources,
		 and needs of the Library
• To raise funds for Library programs and equipment
• To maintain an endowment fund for Library excellence
Through the generosity of members, volunteers, and donors,
the Friends help guarantee the continued success of the Brown
County Library. For additional information, please visit
www.BrowncountyLibraryFriends.org, call 920-448-5811,
or find us on the social media platforms on the back of
this newsletter.
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Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Thoughts
From the
Library
Director

physical health. Loneliness and social isolation are, in fact, considered
social determinants of health, particularly for older adults. According
to the World Health Organization, increased health risks include
stroke, dementia, cardiovascular disease, cognitive decline, anxiety,
and depression. Social isolation and loneliness can have the same
health impact as the well-established risk factor of smoking. A lack of
human connections can not only damage physical and mental health,
but it can also shorten lives.

Several weeks ago, an individual claimed that Brown County was
foolish to allocate $20 million of sales tax revenue for Library
building projects. The individual suggested that Brown County
would be wiser, instead, to use the funds to purchase tablets for
each County resident and shut down all Library buildings.

Currently in the United States, one in three people feels lonely. The
past two years of the COVID-19 pandemic has increased the number
of individuals experiencing social isolation and loneliness. It is little
wonder that experts are recognizing loneliness as a priority public
health problem.

This wasn’t the first time that I have heard such suggestions. It is
quite true that in terms of providing access to current, accurate
information, online resources such as databases offer distinct
advantages over print books. However, it is certainly not true that
everyone has in their home reliable internet or wifi to access those
online resources. It is also not true that every person who comes
into a public library is looking for books or information.

Public libraries strengthen community and social networks,
combatting loneliness and social isolation.

Each day, numerous individuals visit public libraries for
connections with other people, and those connections have never
been needed more.
Humans are social creatures. For most of us, social and human
connections are essential to our well-being and mental and

Stay Connected to the Friends
Through Your Online Account
Reminder: You can access everything regarding your
Friends membership through the Friends website at
BrownCountyLibraryFriends.org. From there, you can:
•
•
•
•

Obtain your membership card
Renew your Friends membership
Volunteer to help with our events
Donate to the Friends

Your email address is your username AND it’s essential to
keep up to date so we can reach you with Friends news,
events and your membership renewal. If you change your
email address, please notify the Friends so you don’t miss any
news and happenings. To update your email, please send an
email to info@BrownCountyLibraryFriends.org.

This is just one reason why public library buildings are not replaceable
with tablets or other devices. Public libraries help create social and
human connections, fighting isolation and loneliness. I often think
of public libraries as the “living rooms” of communities. They offer
physical spaces where people can easily and routinely connect with
each other. Folks from different backgrounds can engage with others
and feel like they are part of the community – they are the community.
As we plan for construction of a new East Branch Library and
conduct studies to relocate the Denmark and Ashwaubenon Branches
as well as remodel the Pulaski Branch and Central Libraries,
I have never been more excited or confident about the impact
and importance of public library spaces. We know that healthy,
strong communities are connected communities, and we’ll be
designing library spaces that foster and support human connection.
Community and group meeting spaces. Study rooms. “Zoom” rooms.
Play spaces for families and children. Technology hubs. Accessible,
comfortable seating and spaces just to be. All connected. All part of
our community fabric and life.
Beacons and buoys in their communities, public libraries are –
and will always be – spaces for people. Spaces that offer critical
opportunities for connection – to information, culture, ideas,
opportunity, and community. People spaces connecting people.
Several years ago, a woman I know shared with me that her son
suffered from extreme anxiety, and it was hard for him to be in public.
The public library was the only public space in which he felt safe and
comfortable. In the library, he was able to talk and interact with other
library patrons and library staff. She said that except for his medical
appointments and time with his family, his visits to the public library
were “his only contact with the outside world.” As a mother, she was
so grateful, grateful beyond words, that her child had that community
space and those human connections. So was I.
Sarah Sugden, Brown County Library Director
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Give-A-Kid-A-Book

350,000 Books and Counting!
The Friends of the Brown County Library (FBCL) reached the
amazing milestone of gifting more than 350,000 books over the
past 33 years to the kids in our community through the program
Give-A-Kid-A-Book (GAKAB). We would like to thank everyone
who helped to make this possible. Year after year, we count on our
sponsors, donors, and volunteers to assist in making the dream of
owning their own books a reality for so many children.
We were back on track this year with an in-person kick-off event
at the Brown County Central Library on Nov. 3, 2021. Green Bay
Packer wives Molly Crosby and Aiyda Cobb (pictured at lower right)
were the official spokeswomen for the campaign this year. Molly was
joined at the kick-off by Kelsy Rusch, Library Media Specialist at
Tank Elementary School, who brought some of her fourth graders
to share their passion about books. Rosella Romo, Damian Rhode,
Karlina Vazquez-Caquias, Sabrina Ochoa Leiva, and Akari Haynes
each wrote about their favorite books and why it is critical for kids to
have books to call their own. After sharing their stories, they listened
to Molly share a favorite storybook and talk about why she believes
the GAKAB program is so critical to the community.
Later in November, members of the Friends participated in a book
fair at Barnes & Noble. We shared with shoppers our goal of gifting
two books to each child registered for the Holiday Assistance
Program. We were the recipients of a Barnes & Noble financial
donation as well as many donated books from the community at
the store.

350,000..

Our joint efforts with the community ensured the 2021 GAKAB
campaign was a triumph! We successfully supported more than
1,800 families to share more than 11,000 books with 4,800 kids
in our community. We were able to safely partner parents with
volunteers to make this year’s three-day shopping event a delightful
experience. The Friends organization felt that both the parents and
our volunteers enjoyed starting the holidays together by choosing
books for the kids.

From both the Friends and the GAKAB team, we would like to
extend our gratitude to everyone who had a hand in making 2021 a
gigantic success. Our appreciation goes to The Salvation Army for
partnering with us to ensure a happy holiday season for so many in
our community. The GAKAB program is blessed to have the longstanding support of key sponsors such as Nicolet National Bank,
Green Bay Packers Give Back, Brown County Community Women’s
Club, the Green Bay Area Retired Men’s Club, and WBAY-TV2. A
big welcome to our newest sponsor, Festival Foods. The FBCL Board
would like to thank our team that managed this annual event, along
with the more than 90 volunteers who make this gifting project
possible. And none of our planning would have mattered if it were
not for the hundreds of people in the community who generously
donate books and funds to support our kids in need. THANK YOU!
In case you missed out sharing your love of books in 2021, our
Amazon Wishlist is still active. To view this list, go to
tinyurl.com/GiveAKidABookWishlist. We also accept book
donations throughout the year at any Library branch. If you wish to
make a financial contribution to GAKAB, please visit the donation
page on our website, or write a check payable to “Friends of the
Brown County Library – GAKAB” and mail it to 515 Pine St., Green
Bay, WI 54301.
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Share Your Passion for Books by
Participating in Friends-Sponsored

Book Clubs

Reading Between the Spines
Book Club
Reading Between the Spines is an exclusive book club
open solely to Friends members.
In the last issue, we reported the first meeting of a members-only
book club to discuss “The Personal Librarian” by Marie Benedict
and Victoria Christopher Murray. The idea grew from our member
survey results asking for members-only events. Participants at that
inaugural meeting had an enjoyable discussion and chose the name
“Reading Between the Spines” from several clever suggestions
made by Library staff. The name appealed because the play on the
old saying “reading between the lines” is precisely the point of a
book discussion!
Reading Between the Spines is not a typical book club - it will
meet two to three times per year and offer opportunities to read
books across genres at a variety of Library branches. If one book
doesn’t catch your fancy, chances are another one will. Sign-up
occurs a few weeks before each get-together and is limited to 15
people including the facilitator. Organizers for each event invite
attendees via an email sent to all members in the Friends database,
and books are made available for attendees to pick up at the branch
library at which the discussion will be held. The evening of the
discussion, books are then turned in and donated to become a kit
in the Brown County Library book club kit collection.
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 5:30 p.m., Kress Family Branch Library:
Reading Between the Spines will discuss New York Times best
seller and Good Morning America Book Club Pick “The Maid”
by Nita Prose, described by publisher Penguin
Random House as “a Cluelike, locked-room mystery
and a heartwarming
journey of the spirit, “The
Maid” explores what it
means to be the same as
everyone else and yet entirely
different—and reveals that
all mysteries can be solved
through connection to the
human heart.”
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UntitledTown
PageTurners Book Club
UntitledTown PageTurners book club is open to the general public.
The next opportunities are set for Wednesday, March 23, 2022 and
Wednesday, May 25, 2022. Registration is required; visit either
UntitledTown or the Friends on Facebook for more information
and to register.
Wednesday, March 23, 6 p.m., Central Library: PageTurners
will host their first discussion at the Central Library on “The
Sentence” by Louise Erdrich. In “The Sentence,” a stunning and
timely novel, Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning
author Louise Erdrich creates a wickedly funny ghost story, a tale
of passion, of a complex marriage, and of a woman’s relentless
errors. “The Sentence” is set on All Souls’ Day 2019 through All
Souls’ Day 2020. Its mystery and proliferating ghost stories during
this one year propel a narrative as rich, emotional, and profound as
anything Louise Erdrich has written. The discussion will be led by
Amy Mazzariello, owner of Lion’s Mouth Bookstore.
Wednesday, May 25, 6 p.m., Kress Family Branch Library:
PageTurners will welcome Kathryn Corio, an environmental
scientist who has been interim director and collections manager
at the Gary A. Fewless Herbarium at UW-Green Bay’s Cofrin
Center for Biodiversity. The book of focus is “Swamplands: Tundra
Beavers, Quaking Bogs, and the Improbable World of Peat” by
Edward Struzik. In a world filled with breathtaking beauty, we
have often overlooked the elusive charm and magic of certain
landscapes. “Swamplands” highlights the unappreciated struggle
being waged to save peatlands by scientists, conservationists, and
landowners around the world.
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BIG

?

How Are Your
Donations Used?

Mark Your Calendar For The

March 7-12

Book
Sale

Whether your donations to the Friends are in the form
of money, or books that we sell for money, your gifts help
support the Friends’ mission of promoting literacy and our
Library. But where specifically do those funds go?

Of course, we fund our own literacy programs, such as GiveA-Kid-A-Book, our Reading Between the Spines book club,
Born to Read, and UntitledTown. But just as importantly, we
also support the Library in many ways, in areas beyond the
“essential Library operations” covered by the County.

If your stash of books to read has dwindled
this winter, look no further than the Spring
BIG Book Sale. It starts with an advance sale
for Friends members on Monday, March 7,
continuing with the public sale from Tuesday,
March 8 through Saturday, March 12.

• We provide assistance to many Library programs, such
		 as the Local History Series, ComicCon, and
		 Summer Reading.

We will host the sale at the Central Library and use
both the main and lower levels to allow for social distancing.
Also, the Summer Book Sale is scheduled for Wednesday, June 15,
through Friday, June 17, a shorter sale given the timing of the spring sale.
Thank you to everyone who continues to patronize our book sales.
The successful Fall BIG Book Sale brought in more than $26,000, which
will allow us to continue to support the Library with needs above and
beyond that which is otherwise provided for in their budget.

• We’ve helped to improve the Library’s image by funding
		 their new brand and new website.
• We support Library employees by sponsoring attendance
		 at conferences and providing
		 hospitality and appreciation gifts.

Please scan the QR code to the right for more
information, including how to volunteer before
and after the sale, or visit www.BigBookSale.org
and follow the links.
Although many of our books sell during our
BIG Book Sale, there are always some that
don’t find a home. If you are interested in
these books, please contact Sherrill Revolinski
at srevolinski1@gmail.com.

• We purchased many of the “Unique Collections”
		 items described on the next page of this issue.

We’re happy to promote literacy in
general and the Library in particular.
But once again, we couldn’t do it
without your generous donations.
Thank you!
Scan to Volunteer for
the Spring Book Sale

Friends Annual Meeting
Mark the calendar for this year’s Friends of the Brown County
Library Annual Meeting, set for Monday, April 18, at 4:30 p.m. at
the Central Library Lower Level Auditorium.
The Annual Meeting is open to Friends members, and refreshments
will be served. At the time of this issue’s printing, we are not
planning to offer a Zoom option, but if that changes, we will share
that information via our Facebook page and on the
Friends website.

Scan to Donate to

the Friends
Please scan the QR code to the right to
donate to our cause, or visit our donation
page at www.BrowncountyLibraryFriends.org.

Agenda items will include:
• The year ahead, including highlights of new Library
		 branches, new member benefits and UntitledTown events
• The year in review, including projects and programs
		 funded or sponsored by the Friends
• Financial statement
We look forward to seeing you there!
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From A to Z,
Check Out So
Much More Than Renaissance Faire
Books at The Library! Coming in May
Books most definitely abound at the Brown County Library. But did
you know what else you can check out and borrow for free? You may be
surprised by the list, many of which the Friends of the Brown County
Library helped to purchase. Below are a few highlights.

Renaissance fairs are very popular, and the Friends are happy
to support the Brown County Library’s own Renaissance Faire
set for Saturday, May 21, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the WeyersHilliard Branch Library in Howard.

For bakers: Cake pans in a variety of shapes and sizes, including
footballs, Batman, guitars, and pirate ships.

The Renaissance Faire will feature a variety of activities using
paid performers and collaborative community partners. Like
our Faire in 2019, we hope to welcome back our Blacksmith,
Birds of Prey experts, jousting teams, and more. We also hope
to welcome live musicians, fencing demonstrations, calligraphy,
bread baking, and leathercrafting.

For board gamers: Tons of board games for game night, from Catan to
Ticket to Ride, to Taco Cat Goat Cheese Pizza.
For coders: Find out what’s possible with Arduino kits, small, beginnerlevel, programmable machines that complete simple tasks based on
instructions you write as you code.
For fundraisers: Believe it or not, these include carnival games, from
Skee-Bowl to tic-tac-toe and football toss.
For book clubs: Book club kits complete with several copies of the same
title; choose from 100+ adult fiction and nonfiction titles as well as a
discussion guide to get the group discussion rolling.
For video gamers: Games for PS3, PS4, PS5, Nintendo Switch, Nintendo
3DS, Xbox One, Xbox360, Wii, and WiiU.
For musicians: A whole guitar pedal collection.
For laptop users: Google Chromebooks are available for use with the
Internet (if you don’t have internet access, look at the mobile hotspots
available below).
For Wifi users: Heading to the cabin or somewhere a bit off the grid?
Check out a mobile hotspot that provide internet access!
For details about how to order and pick up these items, as well as how
long they can be borrowed, visit: www.BrownCountyLibrary.org/
Brown-County-Librarys-Unique-Collections/.
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Watch the Library website for more details as May grows closer.

BIG Book Sale

Managing Edits by Don Kraft
Copywriting by Lori Kaye Lodes
Graphic Layout by

Mark your calendar for the
starting Monday, March 7th!
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Winter-Spring 2022 Upcoming Events
Friends Book Club .................................. Wednesday, February 23
BIG Book Sale ......................Monday, March 7-Saturday, March 12
Page Turners Book
OurClub . .............................Wednesday, March 23
Friends Annual Meeting .....................................Monday, April 18
To be your place for information,
entertainment,
Renaissance Faire..............................................
Saturday, May 21
community, and culture.
Page Turners Book Club . ................................Wednesday, May 25

Mission
Vision

Mission

Our
Brown County Library

Go to YouTube and search “Brown County Library”
To be your place for information,
entertainment,
and
culture.
Gocommunity,
to Facebook
and
search “Brown County Library”

Brown County Library
browncountylibrary

Vision

Go to Instagram and search “browncountylibrary”

Our

To be an agent of opportunity that
empowers people to be their best
and to strengthen
the region by celebrating the diversity
of the human
experience. We seek to be
recognized as a community hub
for literacy, learning,
innovation, and cultural and economic
vitality.

www.browncountylibrary.org

Our

Library.

To be an agent of opportunity that
empowers people to be their best
and to strengthen
the region by celebrating the diversity
of the human
experience. We seek to be
recognized as a community hub
for literacy, learning,
innovation, and cultural and economic
vitality.

www.browncountylibraryfriends.org

Our

Friends of the Brown County Library
Go to Facebook and search “Friends of the
Brown County Library”

Give-A-Kid-A-Book

John Oates Photography

Go to Facebook and search “Give-A-Kid-A-Book”

