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The Friends of the Brown County Library
value books, reading, education and the
continued pursuit of knowledge.
They recognize the vital role
our Library plays in the
Northeast Wisconsin
community.
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From
the
Editor’s
Desk
A couple weeks ago, I attended a heartfelt gathering to honor the
memory of one of the Friends’ most notable past volunteers, and
at the same time I was able to better acquaint myself with one of
our most notable present volunteers as well. A “Celebration of
Life” was held at the Green Bay Botanical Garden to remember
the life of former Friends Board Member Gerri Gribi, who passed
away in 2019. In attendance at the commemoration were many of
Gerri’s family (some from her hometown of Cincinnati), family
friends and Friends co-volunteers. Led by her husband Pete,
people warmly reminisced about her life, including her unique
personality, her inspirational music, and her spirit of giving.
Gerri was a noted musical artist,
historian, and storyteller with a rich,
clear voice and a proficiency with
the autoharp, mountain dulcimer,
and guitar. She toured the nation
for nearly 20 years as a one-woman
show called, “A Musical Romp
through Women’s History,”
bringing history to life in a
way that was lively, fun, and
educational.

pay for a library page. On a whim, she visited
a WWII recruiting station and signed up
with the U.S. Naval Reserve to join the
WAVEs (Women Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service), the Navy’s corps of
female members. She served at the Norfolk,
Va. naval base until the end of the war. Her
letters to home have been transcribed into
a booklet by her family.
For Anita, the Library has been a home
away from home, and she has been
volunteering for the Big Book Sale for
more than 20 years. At the sale itself, she
has worked as a cashier – recently four
generations of her family worked the sale
as cashiers, organizers, and runners. Between sales, she
works in the sorting room, organizing donated books according
to category. She finds sorting a very gratifying activity. She also
enjoys the relationships formed by working with co-sorters of
all ages, and likes the flexibility of scheduling her own volunteer
hours without having to work at a particular day or time.
The Friends are always looking for more of the dedicated
volunteers like Gerri and Anita, but you don’t need to be a famous
musician or a WWII veteran to help. All you need is a strong
interest in the mission of the Friends to promote literacy and
put books in the hands of as many people as possible, especially
children. Currently, we are in particular need of more book
sorters, but can always use more help at scheduled events such as
the Big Book Sale or the Give-A-Kid-A-Book campaign. Please
consider contacting us, either by phone at 920.448.5811 or by
email at volunteer@browncountylibraryfriends.org. Anita will be
the first to say you’ll be glad you did.
Don Kraft
Managing Editor

Former Board Member, Gerri Gribi

Gerri served on the Friends Board, and
then made it her mission to reorganize nearly every
aspect of the Friends Big Book Sale into the well-planned,
publicized, efficient, and successful Big Book Sale we produce
today. These improvements included the procedure manuals
we still use, the ubiquitous blue and red volunteer aprons, the
online postings that gained the attention of bulk buyers, and the
attention-grabbing website domain name BigBookSale.org.
Included among those co-volunteers who attended Gerri’s service
was Anita Powers, who, well into her 90s, is still sorting books on
a regular basis for the Friends Big Book Sale. Anita’s is also a very
interesting story. In her early 20s, she worked at the Kellogg Public
Library but became disenchanted with the $60 monthly
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Present Volunteer, Anita Powers

Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Thoughts
From the
Library
Director
On a recent trip to see family back east, I encountered a former
Library patron of mine. I was eating breakfast at a local popular
eatery, when I saw Paul across the dining room. He was working
at that restaurant, and that morning, he was hard at work clearing
dishes and tables.
I first met Paul years ago when he started coming on a regular
basis into the Library where I worked. At that time, Paul was
down on his luck and usually visited the Library 4-5 times a week.
He didn’t have cable at home, so he frequently borrowed Library
DVDs. He also used the Library’s public computers and internet to
access his email and search for jobs.
Make no mistake – Paul worked really hard at finding work.
A people person with a cheerful spirit and a friendly smile, he
was determined to gain self-sufficiency and “get his life back on
track.” That determination had him meeting regularly with local
job counselors and resource navigators in the Library’s meeting
rooms. Those folks helped him sift through the various barriers
that were preventing Paul from getting a job – and keeping it.
Also helping Paul were the support and encouragement he
received at the Library, from those job counselors, Library staff,
and other Library patrons and community members. It can be
challenging and daunting to navigate life’s hardships – for all of
us. The human connections and support Paul discovered at the
Library really made a difference for him, giving him strength
when navigating his life’s hardships.
It was easy to cheer for Paul, hope for his success, and help him.
Despite all his challenges and hard-knocks, he was – and still is –
joyful, kind, hardworking, and genuine.
So, when I saw Paul at that restaurant, my heart sang to see him
filled with pride and confidence. I quickly called to him, “Hi,
Paul!” He responded, “Well, look at you! It’s been a long time. Are
you a Packers fan yet?”
Paul told me that he had been working at that restaurant for
almost three years now, and it was great. He was great, he said.
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“All of your hard work paid off, Paul,” I said. He replied, “Yeah, but
I had a lot of help to get here, and I will never forget what you and
the Library did for me.”
“Well, I’ve got to get back to work now. It’s been really good to see
you,” he said, and with a friendly smile and wink of his eye, he
lifted his heavy dish tray and continued on his way.
Historian David Nasaw wrote of library philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie, “He wanted people to be able to lift themselves …
And there was no better way to do that than with libraries.”
Libraries impact humans and communities in so many ways.
Yes, Libraries have books and computers and storytimes and stuff
like that. Libraries also help people lift themselves, help people
through hardship, help people find their pathway to prosperity
and a better life.
People like Paul.
Sarah Sugden
Brown County Library Director

Friends of the
Brown County Library
OF THE

BROWN COUNTY LIBRARY

This newsletter is published on behalf of the Friends of the
Brown County Library. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charitable and educational organization whose mission is to
promote, sustain, and extend the mission of the Brown County
Library to help ensure library excellence into the future.
Their goals are:
• To assist in the funding, development, and implementation
of library programs
• To promote knowledge of the functions, services, resources,
and needs of the library
• To raise funds for library programs and equipment
• To maintain an endowment fund for library excellence
Through the generosity of members, volunteers, and donors,
the Friends help guarantee the continued success of the Brown
County Library. For additional information, please visit
www.browncountylibraryfriends.org, call 920-448-5811
or find us on the social media platforms
on the back of this mailer.
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The Summer Book Sale
Clears Out Book Stockpile

The Summer Book Sale, while different, was a resounding success
The sale in early June was different from those in the past because the
Friends took extra precautions to create a safe shopping environment
for customers. “We hosted it over three days, without a membersonly night, on the Library first floor, at a lower per-book cost and still
brought in almost $14,000 over the shorter three-day sale!” said Sherrill
Revolinski, Book Sale Co-Chair.
“This was the first time in a number of years that we’ve done a
summer sale, and all we heard was, ‘It’s so great you had this sale,’”
said Revolinski. “People were just so excited to come to the Library,
shop and take home some new-to-them books!”

The sale was all about the books – there were only a limited number
of CDs or DVDs – but people were drawn to the nonfiction books
(hardcover and paperback) and children’s books that practically flew
out the door.
“At the end, we had very few books leftover. Most went to new homes,
and that was our goal,” she added. “Hosting it on the first floor made
it very visible to people. We plan to continue to host at least part of
the sale on the first floor in the future.”

GAKAB 33

Talk Books at a Members-Only

Give-A-Kid-A-Book

We surveyed our members last year, and we heard you loud and clear
that you want members-only events. The Friends of the Brown County
Library will host an in-person, limited-admission book discussion
for members only on Tuesday, October 12, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the
Board Room on the second floor of the Central Library.

With fall comes the annual kickoff of the Give-A-Kid-A-Book
(GAKAB) campaign, so it’s time to start stockpiling new books
for kids of all ages!

Friends Library Book Discussion

The Friends have purchased 15 copies of a new release you can check
out and join the discussion without having to wait on the holds list!
After our event, the Friends will donate these copies for the Library to
use as a book club kit. (Did you know about the Library’s book club
kits? Check them out: https://www.browncountylibrary.org/booksmovies-music/books-for-book-clubs/)
We have chosen “The Personal Librarian” by Marie Benedict and
Victoria Christopher Murray to discuss at this event. Here
is the Goodreads blurb: “The remarkable, little-known
story of Belle da Costa Greene, J. P. Morgan’s personal
librarian – who became one of the most powerful women
in New York despite the dangerous secret she kept in
order to make her dreams come true, from New York
Times bestselling author Marie Benedict and acclaimed
author Victoria Christopher Murray.”
Interested? Watch your email for a link to sign up. The
books are available for pickup at the Central Library.
We’re so excited to bring you this new members-only
event. Our hope is to make this a regular series. We
look forward to talking books with you soon!

Planning for Kids to Read and Succeed!

Now in its 33rd year, GAKAB - coordinated by the Friends collects upwards of 11,000 books each year to be distributed
to more than 6,000 children. This primarily happens through
a partnership with the Salvation Army Holiday Assistance
Program. The premise of GAKAB is to promote literacy and
collect and distribute new books to at-risk kids in Brown County.
We’re excited to announce the official kickoff of this year’s
program will be held on Wednesday, November 3, at the Central
Library. In addition, the Friends will offer a variety of options to
share your love of reading and your favorite books
with others. We will post campaign details and
updates on social media, the Friends website,
and at your local Library branch in October.
In the meantime, if you would like to make a
financial contribution to GAKAB, please make
your check payable to “Friends of the Brown
County Library - GAKAB” and mail it to 515 Pine
Street, Green Bay, WI 54301.
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Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Fall

BIGBook Sale

Mark Your Calendar for Monday, 11/1/21
and Scour Your Bookshelves for Donations
As the leaves begin to turn color and fall, you’ll know it’s time for the
Fall Big Book Sale. And it will be here before we know it.
Mark your calendar for Monday, November 1 (for Friends members
only), and Tuesday, November 2 through Saturday November 6
(for the general public), and plan to visit the Central Library for
the annual Fall Big Book Sale which will be housed on both the first
floor and the lower level. Stock up on new (to you) fiction reads on
the lower level and find new (to you) nonfiction selections on the first
floor. Children’s books will be available, as usual, in the auditorium on
the lower level. The Library will space out the sale and observe social
distancing and other practices to ensure everyone’s health and safety.
Besides coming to the
sale and buying lots of
books, you can also help
make our sale a success
by donating books you no
longer need. Look around
the house for books you’re
willing to donate. You can
drop off books at any
Library branch during
regular Library hours. We
appreciate your
contributions in advance;
100% of book sale proceeds
benefit the Library.

Did you know?
Books you donate to the book sale
sometimes get added to the Library’s
collection? That’s right! The Library’s
collection development team browse
the donations to look for newer copies
of titles that can be used to replace
a well-read (worn) copy or serve as
an additional copy. So, whether your
donated book ends up in the hands of
a library patron or a book sale buyer,
it is going to a great use.

To learn what categories of
books are in greatest need,
please visit the Friends website at www.browncountylibraryfriends.org.
Also, good news! The Library plans to host three book sales for
2021/2022 - in March, June, and November. With storage constraints,
it makes sense to host sales more frequently, and having a beginningof-the-summer sale is ideal to stock up for summer reading. “It helps
that we have a lot of children’s books, and by having a summer sale,
we can get those in children’s hands in time for summer reads,” said
Sherrill Revolinski, Co-Chair of the Big Book Sale.
As always, visit browncountylibraryfriends.org for more details.
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UntitledTown Delivered Literary
Celebration for the Community
“UntitledTown: The Comeback Event” lived up to its name
on Saturday, August 21, to the happiness of literary fans
throughout Greater Green Bay.
More than 250 book-lovers came together at the Brown
County Central Library with fellow readers, writers,
storytellers, and publishers. The one-day event provided a
celebration of reading, writing, and stories, and featured
almost 20 authors, with Nickolas Butler and Amanda
Skenandore’s sessions garnering the highest attendance.
Other draws included Miranda and Baptiste Paul, Patricia
Skalka, Pao Lor, and Rebecca Makkai, author of “The Great
Believers,” nominated for the Pulitzer Prize and National
Book Award.
The event took a hiatus in 2020, so the 2021 event
represented the first through the new partnership for the
festival between the Lion’s Mouth Bookstore, the Brown
County Library and the Friends of the Brown County
Library. Next up: UntitledTown is planning a variety of
literary events through 2022, leading to anticipated return of
the Book & Author Festival in 2023.
“We’re excited to continue to build on UntitledTown as
Northeast Wisconsin’s premier source for dynamic and
daring literary arts experiences,” said Sherrill Revolinski,
Friends of the Brown County Library President.
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Book Sorters for
the Big Book Sale!

The existing East Branch Library (right), and the proposed future
larger space for the Library (left).

New Home Underway for the

East Branch Library

It’s been almost 20 years since the need for a new East Branch Library
was identified. Now, after much anticipation, the wheels are in
motion for the new Branch to be located at 2253 Main St., Green Bay
– right next door to the Branch’s existing location!
This new location is familiar to many as the former Titletown Fitness
building, and its 16,300 square feet will more than double the East
Branch’s current space of 6,000 square feet. The existing Titletown
Fitness facility will be transformed, creating a modern, innovative,
and community-minded Library space to meet the needs of today’s
Library patrons – as well as tomorrow’s.

Friends members: If you’d like to
volunteer for a few hours a week AND
fit in some exercise at the same time, we
have the perfect opportunity for you: Sort
books for the Friends of the Brown County
Library Big Book Sale!
This is an ongoing, year-round volunteer opportunity. Responsibilities
include sorting donated/withdrawn books into more than 40 categories.
Those books are then boxed and moved into stacks; boxes typically
weigh anywhere from 25 to 40 pounds.
To participate, volunteer sorters need to participate in three hours of
training (two, 90-minute sessions) and then commit to volunteering
several hours per week at the Central Library’s Friends sorting room.
Once trained, volunteers set their own hours anytime during the
Library’s open hours.
To volunteer, or for more information, contact Curt Heuer at
booksort@browncountylibraryfriends.org.

Highlights of the proposed new Library facility include comfortable
reading areas, study and meeting rooms, expanded space for children
and families, as well as new, enhanced technology. The adjacent
green space on the lot will be transformed into an extension of the
Library’s interior space, creating an engaging outdoor space for the
community to share. The project also will include a drive-up window
and book return, providing convenience for Library users.

Book Sale
Books Shine
as Wedding
Centerpieces

Funding for the facility’s purchase price, $975,000, comes from the
County’s allocation of half-percent sales tax funds for capital projects.
The Brown County Board of Supervisors approved the facility’s
purchase at their July 2021 meeting.

It’s amazing what a few flowers and
some ribbon can do to transform
previously-loved Big Book Sale
Library books into centerpieces.

To further enhance its impact, the Library is making available a
$1.5 million naming-rights opportunity for this Branch Library.
Other named locations include the Kress Family (De Pere) and
Weyers-Hilliard (Howard) Branch Libraries.
“The impact of these important investments in the Library will be
experienced for generations to come,” said Library Executive Director
Sarah Sugden. “The new East Branch Library will be such a special
space – a welcoming, comfortable, modern building that connects
people with opportunity and reinforces their sense of belonging.”
The Concord Group has been hired to serve as project manager on
the property’s redevelopment. General contracting and architectural
services will be determined through the County’s bidding process.
Stay tuned for further updates!

But that was exactly the case for
Stephanie and Scott, who chose
to make these books part of their
wedding celebration, “A Tale As Old
As Time.” Book centerpieces adorned
tables at the reception, and in keeping
with the theme, guests were able to
reserve their seats with bookmarks.
Congratulations to these creative,
literature-appreciating newlyweds!
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Upcoming Local History
Series Dates
Thursday, September 23

Dreamers & Doers – Women who have Influenced the Area

Local History Librarian, Mary Jane Herber

Dive into Local History by Attending This Fall’s

Local History Series
The Local History Series was initiated in 1989 by the
Library’s Local History Librarian, Mary Jane Herber,
during the 100th anniversary year of the founding of the
former Kellogg Public Library, the predecessor of the
Brown County Library.
Programs have focused on the history of Brown County,
surrounding counties, and those of statewide interest.
The programs have always had the intention of informing
and educating those in attendance and having some fun on
the side.
Goals of the series include:
• Reinforcing public appreciation for the rich historic roots
of the area;
• Show how history is relevant to current events;
• Provide a forum for credible speakers to share their
expertise;
• Broaden interest in local history;
• Increase the library’s role as a resource for local history.
Nearly 200 speakers have graciously contributed to the
success of this series, including professors, staff, and
board members of local historical societies and museums,
government officials, museum staff of the Wisconsin
Historical Society, and others who have studied the history
of Brown County and Wisconsin.
The series has been fortunate to have had former
Wisconsin Governor and United States Senator Gaylord
Nelson and two Pulitzer Prize winners, David Maraniss
(Washington Post) and Ira Berkow (New York Times) speak.
The Local History Series is proudly supported by the
Friends of the Brown County Library. Please refer to
browncountylibrary.org for further information.
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Presented by Dottie Juengst, Eileen Littig, and Sara Ramaker with the Green
Bay Area Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW),
publishers of “Women of Northeast Wisconsin: Dreamers and Doers”
For 15 years, the Green Bay branch of the AAUW has been presenting
a Dreamers and Doers award to recognize “contemporary women whose
achievements, leadership, and unique talents effect change, inspire us, and
enrich life in our community.” This presentation will take a more historical
perspective of influential area women over the years.

Thursday, September 30

Fires on Both Sides of the Bay in October of 1871

A joint presentation by the Staff of The Peshtigo Fire Museum and Barb
Englebert Chisholm of The Belgian Heritage Center, Namur
The Peshtigo Fire Museum was established by the Peshtigo Historical Society
in 1963 to memorialize the deadliest fire in U.S. history. The Belgian
Heritage Center was organized in 2010 to celebrate the Belgian settlement in
Northeast Wisconsin, including its unique culture, customs, architecture,
and the Walloon language. Together, these two groups will tell the story of
those fateful days in October 1871 when raging fires on both sides of the bay
caused historic death and destruction in Northeast Wisconsin.

Thursday, October 7

The Green Bay Fire Department in the 1920s – The Good and the Ugly
Presented by David Siegel – author of “Forces of Change, Events that led to the
Development of the Green Bay Fire Department”
David Siegel had been a Green Bay firefighter for more than 20 years when
he became interested in the early history of the department. This culminated
in his book “Forces of Change.” He has also presented on Green Bay Fire
Department history, including the great 1880 fire that devastated a swath of
downtown Green Bay. In this presentation, David discusses the “good and
ugly aspects of the Department’s 1920s history.”

Thursday, October 14

The French History of Wisconsin, 1634 - 1840

Presented by Patrick Jung, Prof. of History at Milwaukee School of Engineering
Dr. Patrick Jung is a professor of History in the Humanities, Social Science,
and Communication Department of the Milwaukee School of Engineering.
He has written books on several topics including Jean Nicolet and the Black
Hawk War. He will discuss the French influence in the upper Midwest prior
to the formation of the State of Wisconsin.

Thursday, October 21

Lincoln Among the Badgers – Abraham and Mary Lincoln in Wisconsin

Presented by Steven K. Rogstad, author, editor with interest in Abraham Lincoln
as a focus.
Steven Rogstad is a Racine native who is Executive Director of Development
at the Sheboygan County Historical Research Center at UW-Parkside. He is
known nationally for his scholarship in Lincoln studies, serving as Secretary
and Editor for the Lincoln Fellowship of Wisconsin, and Review Editor for
the Lincoln Herald at the Lincoln Memorial University in Harrogate, Tenn.
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Fall 2021 Upcoming Events
Local History Series...................September 23-October 21

Mission
Give-A-Kid-A-Book Kickoff ..............................November 3

Fall Big Book
Sale ......................................... November 1-6
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