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The Friends of the Brown County Library
value books, reading, education and the
continued pursuit of knowledge.
They recognize the vital role
our Library plays in the
Northeast Wisconsin
community.
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Meet Our New
Brown County Library Director! Sar

Sitting down with Sarah Sugden, the new Brown County Library
Director, one feels immediately at ease and welcomed. Sarah is
bright, warm, enthusiastic, and optimistic about her future in
Green Bay and the future of the Brown County Library system.
To accept the position of Library Director, she is relocating to
Green Bay from Waterville, Maine with her husband Matthew,
son Jack, daughter Madeline, two dogs, two cats and “the best
version of me” she has to offer the community.

Welcome to Green Bay! Are you all moved in?
Yes, temporarily. I’m currently renting. My husband and children
are still back in Maine finishing out the school year and home
improvement projects to prepare the house for sale.
Have you found a house?
Not yet. My family has been checking out the Zillow website
and sending me information. So, I drive around and look at the
neighborhood and surrounding area looking for a place that fits
our family.

Friends of the Brown County Library
This newsletter is published on behalf of the Friends of the
Brown County Library. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charitable and educational organization whose mission is to
promote, sustain, and extend the mission of the Brown County
Library to help ensure library excellence into the future.
Their goals are:
• to assist in the funding, development and
implementation of library programs
• to promote knowledge of the functions,
services, resources and needs of the library
• to raise funds for library programs and equipment
• to maintain an endowment fund for library excellence
Through the generosity of members,
volunteers, and donors, the Friends
help guarantee the continued success
of the Brown County Library.
For additional information, please
visit the Brown County Library
website and follow the Friends link.
You can also call 920-448-5811
and find us on FaceBook.

How did Green Bay, WI appear on your radar?
I was looking for a new professional opportunity, having
accomplished a lot of what I hoped to in my former position.
My family and I had a list of criteria we wanted to meet for a move:
a community over 100,000; a good mix of urban and nature; my
son didn’t want to be “landlocked”; and I wanted to work in a
system with multiple branches serving the community.
My daughter wanted cultural amenities like a children’s museum
and zoo and we all wanted to be close to nature. Green Bay, and this
opportunity, checked all the boxes.
You were awarded the “I Love My Librarian Award” in 2014.
How does one win such an award?
You are nominated by your community. There are over 1,000
librarians nominated. It was an honor to be recognized and have
such an outpouring of love and support from my community.
You met with the Friends of the Brown County Library recently;
is it typical in other library systems to have a support group such
as the Friends?
Well, if a system has a group like that, they are lucky. It’s fortunate
because it means the community really cares and values the impact
of the public library and are willing to fight for it. They’re willing to
advocate for it, raise money for it, and really guard it as a resource
to the community. I have previously worked in systems that have
had such a support group, and I’ve also worked in systems that have
not, and you can really tell the difference. It’s impactful. It really
feels like a big gift of love to the community. So, I feel really lucky to
be working in a system with a group like the Friends.
What are some of the top initiatives for you going into 2019?
My priority is to continue to listen and learn and make sure
whatever endeavor or initiative taken on is in the community’s best
interest and aligned with what the community has identified as
goals and priorities and is the best use of resources.
What would you say has been the biggest surprise you have
encountered moving to Green Bay and accepting this position?
I’m surprised there isn’t more snow! I LOVE SNOW. My kids have
already had 3 snow days and I’m a little jealous they have all that
snow and we don’t have any. [FoBCL: Just wait for January!]
Seriously, the best surprises for me have been getting to know
the library team I get to work with. What a great bunch of
individuals who are incredibly smart and creative. It has been very
heartwarming and exciting and they’ve been very welcoming and
supportive.
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Photo credit: http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian/2014/14winners

Sugden was awarded the
“I Love My Librarian Award” in 2014.
Over 1,000 librarians were nominated
for this prestigious award.
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Welcome
New Friends
Members!

A Word from
the President
The Friends of the
Library welcomes two
new board members.
Lynne Simpson was
added to our Board in
September of 2018. Lynne
was born in Omaha,
Nebraska. She has lived
in Northeast Wisconsin
since 1988, and has
been an elementary
school teacher in the
Green Bay and Clintonville areas for nearly
20 years. When she moved to Green Bay
in 2017, she was quickly noticed for her
outstanding volunteer work for the Friends
book sale. Given her long record of community
experience, service, and leadership, the Friends
are very fortunate she agreed to join our Board.
Welcome, Lynne!
New Teen Board member
In 2014, the Friends of the Brown County
Library decided to add the position of a
teen member to the board. A significant
portion of the nearly 450 Friends household
memberships consist of school-age family
members. It was felt the Board needed a
representative from that age group to provide
viewpoints and perspectives representative of
those library users. The teen board position
is not an honorary position; it carries much
responsibility, since they are expected to
fully participate in board discussions
and are given full voting rights.
Our first teen board member, Ashley
Reif, set a great standard. In addition
to her regular participation in meetings,
she volunteered for a special project to
research other Friends groups to see how
they recruit and maintain memberships.

The teen
board member
position
opened again
when Ashley
left town to
attend college.
The Board
received
interest in the
role from high
school student
Adriannah Popkey, and in November
2018, she was accepted as our new teen
board member. Adriannah, daughter of
Megan and Ryan Popkey, is a sophomore
at Bay Port High School. Her interests
include dancing, playing the piano, and, of
course, reading and going to the library!
Regrettably, Adriannah wasn’t able to
attend her first Board meeting due to
rehearsals for her role as a dancer in The
Nutcracker at the Meyer Theatre. We’ll
give her a pass for that. We very much look
forward to having Adriannah work
with us on the Board.

Share your photos with us!
Social media fans of The Friends of the
Brown County Library share photos
of their experiences year round. We’d
d
love for you to post your library-relate
k
boo
photos for all to enjoy on our Face
page: Facebook.com/FoBCL

Mitesh Ajmera
Lydia Bessert
Jamey & Stacey Bevins Family
Julias Christol
Shirley De Lorme
Judith Faulds
Graeme Faulds
Chris Fietzer
Cathy & Michael Golden
William & Stephanie Hayes
Chris, Sue, James, Luke & Greta Heimerl
Sherry Hunter
Barbara & Patrick Kane
Karin Koeppel
Karen Krueger
Gabrielle Laha
Vicky & Joseph Loritz
Robert Love
Heidi Martin
Nick, Gaochyia, Finley, Adalind
& Weston Meyer
Kevin Moore
LouAnn Norsetter
Rachel, Emily, Olivia & Sophia Petraski
Jodi & Andy Pierre
Megan, Adriannah, Isadora
& Genevieve Popkey
Jeff & Wendy Rowsam
Alexis & Kathi Rudnick
Mary Schmidt
Kathleen & Donald Sliwka
Jeff Smith
Thomas St. John
Shannon, Kendra & Eric Strohfeldt
Rich Thoeny
Kristin Thompson
Tim & Jeannine Van Beek
Michelle Van Rite
Sally, Troy, Ty, Trent
& Todd Willihnganz
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GENEALOGY
Research,
101

Genealogy 101: Research, Record & Preserve Family Histories
Saturdays, January 26 – March 30, 2019
Main sessions are 9:10 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. Bonus programs are 10:50 a.m. to noon

Record &
Preserve Family
Histories

Now in its 16th year, Genealogy 101 is the program which can help turn your best intentions into reality. These ten weeks of programs will
provide information to assist with any family history project. Topics cover how to fill out basic forms and what state and federal records are
available for research. Learn how to search family history using vital records, census records, newspaper research, land records, and more.
Also, hear best practices for organization and documentation of work to maximize your efforts.
These programs are interesting, entertaining, and can add some historical perspective and meaning on your relatives’ travels. It is a great
way to start your Saturday in the dead of winter and have something to look forward to other than cold and snow. If unable to attend all ten
sessions, you will not feel out of the loop. Each session is self-contained. If you miss one, you can catch that one next year!
Special Bonus Programs:
These bonus programs cover topics of interest to some of the audience but not necessarily all. An example of the bonus topics:
German research; Irish research; Dutch research; Belgian research; French/Canadian research; and Chicago research.
The bonus programs are held immediately following the main sessions, from 10:50 a.m. to noon.
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Main Sessions
Bonus Programs
Jan. 26 Introduction to Genealogy 101: A Primer
Feb. 2
Searching Vital Records: The clues they hold................................................Documentation: How to label and document
Feb. 9
Searching Census Records: More than a head count....................................Organization: The key to efficient and effective research
Feb. 16 Searching Newspapers: Fit to Print? It might be there.................................Computer Basics with Evelyn Reignier
Feb. 23 Searching Land Records: How Do I Find the Property?..............................Dutch Research with Carrie Drephal
Mar. 2 Searching Naturalization Records: But they always voted!..........................German Research with Carrie Drephal & Dave Miller
Mar. 9 Searching Court Records: What they may contain.......................................Chicago Research with Dave Miller
Mar. 16 Computer Databases: What is new, free and at the Library.........................Belgian & French Canadian Research with Evelyn Reignier
Mar. 23 More Computer Databases: More what is new, free and at the Library.....Irish Research with Dave Miller
Mar. 30 Computer Programs: What’s out there – the new and the old
Registration is appreciated for planning purposes and printing, however walk-ins are welcome. To register, please call the Local History &
Genealogy Dept at (920) 448-5815. Please leave a name, telephone number and the best time to call. A return call will be made to explain
parking, what materials to bring, etc.

LIBRARY
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Special Program: Researching Your Irish Ancestors
Wednesday, March 13, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
The Brown County Library will again host Fintan
Mullan and Gillian Hunt of the Ulster Historical
Foundation in Belfast. The Library is happy to bring
back this well received program. A separate registration
is necessary for this program, call (920) 448-5815.

FRIENDS of the Brown County Library Newsletter
Winter/Spring 2019

Volunteer 411

1201

Troop #

Volunteers are the lifeblood for the Brown County Library and groups
such as the Friends of the Library. Many programs simply wouldn’t
exist if it weren’t for the generosity of time and effort from our
volunteers. We would like to recognize a group that has been helping
with the Library book sales for almost 20 years:
Boy Scout Troop 1201.

Troop 1201 got involved when a member of the Friends, who
happened to be an Eagle Scout, suggested contacting the Scouts to
help move boxes. When they first started helping, the boxes of books
were randomly piled and it could take 3 to 4 hours to move them
to the proper location. One of the leaders in the troop at the time
suggested the current system of presorting the books by category,
which has made the job easier. Tim Harder, current Assistant
Scoutmaster, previously served as Scoutmaster for 16 years and has
moved many piles of books. This tradition continues under current
Scoutmaster Jake Brott. Tim explained, “At this point the Scouts (and
many parents) really look forward to what we call ‘The Running of the
Boxes’. When I told the Scouts the fall sale this year [2018] would have
a record number of books to move, they actually cheered!”
Troop 1201 has been meeting at Baird School in Green Bay for 30
years. Community service is a requirement for most of the rank
advancement in Scouts. The requirements range from one hour in the
early ranks, to six hours for the advanced ranks. Eagle Scout, however,
requires that the scout plan and develop a project which they then

lead, so carrying boxes doesn’t count at that level. Troop 1201 has had
an Eagle Scout whose project was to build the miniature golf course
for the Library, and currently a Scout who is building display shelves
for the book sale.
The Friends are always looking for new volunteers to help fulfill and
expand their mission to help the library. All volunteer efforts, large
or small, support literacy and learning in the area for all ages, infants
to seniors, and all walks of life. If you are interested in volunteering,
please email volunteer@browncountylibraryfriends.org to get more
information or to sign up. If you have a particular event of interest,
please add it in the email subject line.

Bonu$ Buck$!
Present this coupon for

$3 OFF each $10 purchase

Valid Wednesday & Thursday ONLY!

at the Friends of the Brown County Library BIG Book Sale
held April 8 - 13 at:
Central Library • 515 Pine Street • Downtown Green Bay
Limit one coupon per customer, please.

Visit www.browncountylibrary.org for book sale hours
or call (920) 448-4400, ext. 360.

Troop 1201 prepares for
the ‘Running of
the Boxes’
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Plan Your Journey to Literacy at browncountylibrary.org

Fall BIG Book Sale

100,000 books and other
items were available for sale

Past Events
Reindeer Cheer!
A record turnout
for caribou, Santa,
cookie decorating,
crafts, carolers,
and hot cocoa

Comic-Con®
Give-a-Kid-a-Book

Celebrated 30 years of collecting and distributing new books

Much fun was had with
costumes, games, contests
and meet & greets with heroes and characters

Upcoming Events
Stacks & Steeples (A Friends sponsored event)
Sundays, February 10, 17 & 24, March 3 & 10 at the Central Library
LIVE! performances by local and regional bands in the downtown
library’s auditorium from 12:30 pm - 3pm. For a talent line-up,
visit https://www.browncountylibrary.org/stacks-steeples/

Spring BIG Book Sale: (A Friends fundraiser)
April 8-13 at the Central Library
Discover books, CDs, DVDs and more at unbelievable prices!
Donated items and volunteers and are now being accepted. For more
info, visit www.browncountylibrary.org and search “Big Book Sale.”

Born to Read (A Friends program)
April 8-13
This important initiative distributes over 150 reading kits to parents
of babies born during National Library Week at our area’s hospitals.

UntitledTown, Book & Author Festival (A Friends sponsored event)
Friday-Sunday, April 26-28 at the Central Library & Downtown Area
Experience this third annual celebration with unique sessions for
readers, authors, kids and aspiring writers.

Membership Form – Be a Friend!

Fill out this form to become a member of the Friends of the Brown County Library or to renew your membership.

Membership Type (please check one)
New Member ___

Renewal ___

Accept my contribution for:

Please list all names that apply to this membership:
Name(s) – Adults___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

$20 one-year membership (for all members of household)
or $85 five-year membership

Name(s) – Children_________________________________________

Please send this form with a check to:

Address___________________________________________________

Friends of the Brown County Library
515 Pine Street, Green Bay, WI 54301-5194

q I’m interested in volunteer opportunities!

_________________________________________________________
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City/State/Zip______________________________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________________
Work Phone_______________________________________________
Email_____________________________________________________
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Friends Leadership
Team
Don Kraft, President
Nicole Virant, Vice-President
KaraLynne Moore, Secretary
Matt Kolpien, Treasurer
Sue Lagerman, Library Liaison

515 Pine Street
Green Bay, WI
54301-5194
Electronic Service Requested
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Upcoming FoBCL Calendar
Stacks & Steeples (A Friends sponsored event)....February 10, 17 & 24, March 3 & 10
Born to Read (A Friends program)............................................................................. April 8-13
Spring BIG Book Sale (A Friends fundraiser)......................................................... April 8-13
UntitledTown Book & Author Festival (A Friends sponsored event).......... April 26-28

