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The Friends of the Brown County Library
value books, reading, education and the
continued pursuit of knowledge.
They recognize the vital role
our Library plays in the
Northeast Wisconsin
community.
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Welcome

New Friends Members!

Mitesh Ajmera
Lydia Bessert
Jamey & Stacey Bevins Family
Julias Christol
Shirley De Lorme
Don & Laurie Falk
Judith Faulds
Graeme Faulds
Chris Fietzer
Cathy & Michael Golden
William & Stephanie Hayes
Chris, Sue, James, Luke & Greta Heimerl
Sherry Hunter
Barbara & Patrick Kane
Karin Koeppel

Karen Krueger
Rod & Carolyn Johns Kowalczyk
Gabrielle Laha
Vicky & Joseph Loritz
Robert Love
Nancy & Fred Matzke
Heidi Martin
Nick, Gaochyia, Finley, Adalind
& Weston Meyer
Kevin Moore
LouAnn Norsetter
Rachel, Emily, Olivia & Sophia Petraski
Jodi & Andy Pierre
Megan, Adriannah, Isadora
    & Genevieve Popkey

Jeff & Wendy Rowsam
Alexis & Kathi Rudnick
Mary Schmidt
Rebecca Sinclair
Kathleen & Donald Sliwka
Jeff Smith
Thomas St. John
Shannon, Kendra & Eric Strohfeldt
Sarah Sugden
Rich Thoeny
Kristin Thompson
Tim & Jeannine Van Beek
Michelle Van Rite
Sally, Troy, Ty, Trent
& Todd Willihnganz

Membership Form

Friends of the
Brown County
Library

Fill out this form to become a member of the Friends of the
Brown County Library or to renew your membership.
Membership Type (please check one)
New Member ___ Renewal ___

This newsletter is published on behalf
of the Friends of the Brown County Library.
The Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable and
educational organization whose mission is to promote,
sustain, and extend the mission of the Brown County Library
to help ensure library excellence into the future.
Their goals are:
• to assist in the funding, development and implementation of
library programs
• to promote knowledge of the functions, services, resources
and needs of the library
• to raise funds for library programs and equipment
• to maintain an endowment fund for library excellence
Through the generosity of members,
volunteers, and donors, the Friends
help guarantee the continued success
of the Brown County Library.
For additional information, please
visit the Brown County Library
website and follow the Friends link.
You can also call 920-448-5811 or
find us on Facebook by searching
@FoBCL.

Members in light blue joined
after January 1, 2019

Accept my contribution for:
$20 one-year membership (for all members of household)
or $85 five-year membership
Please send this form with a check to:
Friends of the Brown County Library
515 Pine Street, Green Bay, WI 54301-5194
q I’m interested in volunteer opportunities!
Please list all names that apply to this membership:
Name(s) – Adults_ _______________________________________
______________________________________________________
Name(s) – Children______________________________________
______________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_ __________________________________________
Home Phone____________________________________________
Work Phone_ ___________________________________________
Email__________________________________________________
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Connect
with Us!

Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Passing of the
Presidential
Baton

Sherrill Revolinski
Friends of the Brown County Library
New President

In
2015, when
Friends of the Brown County
Library President Sean Schultz fell ill and
could no longer fulfill her role, I was asked
to step in and complete her term. Now, after
two terms of my own, I’m ready to pass on
those responsibilities to new leadership. As
I reflect on the last few years, I am grateful
for all the help and support I received from
fellow board members. I have grown to
appreciate all the marvelously dedicated
volunteers who worked behind the scenes
to bring organization and smooth sailing to
all of our Friends’ programs and activities,
such as the Book Sales, Give-A-Kid-ABook, Born to Read, and the Library
Mini-Golf event.
Over the last few years, in addition to the
typical funding requests from the Library,
the Friends have shifted a bit towards
making larger contributions to events
partially or fully sponsored by the Library
such as the Stacks and Steeples music series,
the Comic-Con®, and the UntitledTown
Book and Author Festival.

Alex Galt
Friends of the Brown County Library
New Secretary
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This is in keeping with the Library’s
evolving philosophy that while books are
still a major focus, the Library also wants
to be a community center where the area
population can come together to learn and
share talents and ideas. The Friends are
working hard to help the Library fulfill
that philosophy.

So, as we move
forward, our Board
recently nominated
a slate of candidates
and at our
February
24, 2019
Annual Meeting,
the membership
present gave
unanimous approval
for Sherrill Revolinski
as our new President and Alex
Galt as our new Secretary.
Sherrill is a retired CPA, an Adjunct
Instructor at Lakeland University and an
Instructor at NWTC. In addition to being a
co-chair for the Friends Book Sales, Sherrill
has been a very active volunteer in area
groups, including Options for Independent
Living, the Volunteer Center of Brown
County, Special Olympics, and Evergreen
Productions.
Alex is most recognized in the area for
having owned and operated Kavarna
Coffeehouse with his wife Linda over the
past 13 years. He also has a diversity of
other interests. He has been involved with
the Broadway Business Improvement
District and the Downtown Green Bay
Master Planning process, and was
co-founder of the UntitledTown Book and
Author Festival in 2017.
Please welcome Sherrill and Alex to their
new roles in guiding the Friends into 2019
and beyond.
– Don Kraft, President
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What People
are Saying:
“My child’s teacher could
not get him to read 20
minutes each day. These
incentives helped greatly!
Please continue this program!
Awesome!”
“Great program. Encourages
continuation of summer
reading. They work hard to get
the rewards!”
“It is due to this program that
he has truly started liking
books. Thank you!”

Summer Reading

Adventure

Takes Off
June 8th!

The Brown County Library is once again hosting the great Summer Reading
       Adventure! Kick-Off is Saturday, June 8 from 10 a.m. – Noon at the Central Library.
There are categories for children, teens and adults. Children earn incentives for every
four days spent reading. Teens also earn incentives and, like the adults, every
four days of reading earns them an entry in the grand prize drawing.
The Summer Reading Adventure encourages kids of all ages to
read this summer. Visit any Brown County Library location
to sign up and learn about all the details and great prizes.
For the kids program, prizes include:
• Kid’s meal coupons from local restaurants
• Summer Reading Adventure bag, perfect for summer use
• Passes to: Library Morning at the Brown County Fair on August 15,
Joannes or Resch Aquatic Center, Ashwaubomay Lake, Sky Zone/Vertical
Velocity Trampoline Park, Get Air, The Children’s Museum of Green Bay, Neville Public
Museum, National Railroad Museum, Riviera Lanes and Ashwaubenon Bowling Lanes
• Ticket voucher for Green Bay Booyah (formerly Green Bay Bullfrogs) baseball, or a new
book of choice or a 25% discount at The Reader’s Loft
Teens will earn a Joannes or Resch Aquatic Center pass, a Sky Zone/Vertical Velocity (V2)
Trampoline Park or Get Air pass, or a new book of choice or 25% discount at The Reader’s Loft.
Adults will choose from a variety of themed baskets.

Summer Reading + Summer Fun =
Summer Learning for Everyone!
Reading and talking about books starting at
birth is one of the best ways to help little ones
get ready to read. Babies and older prereaders
can participate in the Summer Reading
Adventure by having books read to them.
The Library offers 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten and our Early Learning Activity
Challenge for ages 0-6, available year-round.
For school-age students, research shows that
summer reading and library use help kids
maintain and improve reading skills, and
avoid “summer learning loss.”
Allowing kids to choose books that interest
them – reading for fun – is key to frequent
and successful reading practice.

The Library enables this by providing free
access to a wide variety of books.
Library visits give parents and grandparents
opportunities to “model” interest in reading,
to talk about books, and participate in
activities together. Plus, there are summer
reading programs for adults as well as
children and teens!
Free classes, events and storytimes at the
Library enrich the life experiences of kids
from all socioeconomic levels and help build
background knowledge and vocabulary –
two more factors in reading success.
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BIG Book

Spring
Sale
Recap Book Sale Not Dampened by the Weather
The semi-annual BIG Book Sale is the Friends’ biggest fundraiser
event. Held in the Central Library on April 9th through the 13th, the
Spring Book Sale raised nearly $26,500! Initial concerns regarding the
weather were put to rest as Thursday saw sales of just over $2,000 for
the day, despite the snowstorm. The determined volunteers were not
discouraged and fought their way to the library. As event co-organizer
Diane Vanderheiden says, “What awesome people!”
The book shelving units donated by the Library made browsing
the selections so much easier in the non-fiction room. The history,
military, biography/memoir, religious books and literature were easily
accessed by shoppers.
Every sale has its own unique surprises and variations. For example,
last fall there was an entire area of early Hollywood books. This
spring, there was a huge military collection donated and available
for purchase. The generously donated materials are full of surprises
and the sorting room volunteers are fascinated with the variety of
interesting materials that come in.
Special acknowledgements to:
• The maintenance crew who were efficient, helpful, and
accommodating as the best possible layout for the sale was decided
and prepared. This group is available not only during the book sale
itself, but as the sorting room volunteers organize hundreds of
bags and boxes in preparation for the sales. The sale couldn’t
happen without them!

Page 5

• The boy scouts and their families and leaders who assist in
transporting the merchandise throughout the sale areas.
• The more than 220 slots of volunteers who were on time, cheerful
and helpful. There were many hands that kept the sale going
smoothly.
• The Library’s office staff who help with signage, cash boxes,
deposits, and every other necessity that arose during the sale.
• Event Organizers and Volunteer Coordinators: Laurel Marquardt,
Sherrill Revolinski and Diane Vanderheiden, the people in the
background making this event a huge success.
• Special THANKS to BayCare Clinic and Festival Foods for
supporting the book sale by providing bags for buyers.
Mark your calendars for the Fall 2019 BIG Book Sale September
24-28, 2019. Suitable donations for the next BIG Book Sale
can be dropped off at any Brown County Library location.

Drop Off Your Donations
Any Time, at Any Branch!
• Paperback & hardcover books
(in good condition)
• Books on CD
• Cookbooks

• Sheet music
• Jigsaw puzzles
(with no missing pieces)
• Video games
• Rare and valuable items
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Laurel
Marquardt

Volunteer
of the Year

Book Sale Volunteer Coordinator
Laurel Marquardt (left), accepts her award presented by Barbara Kane

This year the Friends of the Brown County Library (FoBCL)
recognize Laurel Marquardt as the Volunteer of The Year. She was
awarded the title at the 2019 Friends Annual Meeting held this
February. She is pictured with Barbara Kane, who introduced Laurel
and presented the award. Barbara was instrumental in getting
Laurel involved with the Friends back in 2010. She was eventually
“lured” into becoming the Book Sale Volunteer Coordinator and has
been credited with filling over 2,040 volunteer time slots over the
years. Her fellow Friends say she has learned the names and faces of
many people, bonded with the UW-GB English Honors Society and
has even taken home the signature blue and red aprons to throw into
the laundry. Her commitment of time and support are truly
an inspiration.
FoBCL: When did you start volunteering for the Friends?
LM: I became involved with the Friends when I was asked to be the
treasurer in 2010.
FoBCL: Do you have a “favorite” event that you volunteer for?
LM:  All of our events are wonderful, although the book sale is my
favorite due to my involvement as the Volunteer Coordinator.  

FoBCL: What motivates you to continue to volunteer?
LM: I continue to volunteer for the Friends because I like the strategic
mission of the Library. In addition to books, it’s so much more.
I especially think it’s interesting that libraries are gathering places for
so many reasons and not just a place to check out books. I’m amazed
by all the Library does.
FoBCL: What is the best part of volunteering for you?
LM:  The best part of being the Book Sale Volunteer Coordinator is
all of the volunteers! It’s energizing to know that almost 200 volunteer
spots are filled each sale by people who care for the Library and its
mission. I’ve been involved with the book sale for almost 10 years
now, and there are many volunteers who have been part of the sale
for a lot longer than me. There are also many new volunteers to get
to know each sale. I also enjoy being part of the planning process of
the sale and I’ve worked with wonderful book sale chairs, present and
past, including Diane (Vanderheiden), Sherrill (Revolinski), Jenni
(Fabry), and Barbara (Kane). There are also many volunteers who
have made a lasting impact on me due to their commitment to the
library. Of particular note are Steve Sinclair and Harry Maier, both
no longer with us.

Share your

photos with

us!

Social med
ia fans of Th
e Friends
Brown Co
of the
unty Libra
ry share p
their expe
h
o
to
riences ye
s of
ar round.
for you to
We’d love
post your
library-rela
for all to e
ted photos
njoy on ou
r Faceboo
k page.

Page 6

Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Stacks & Steeples

Featured:
The Art Hop Collective
Rusty Tambourine & Burnt Toast & Jam
The Tinker Boys & Katie Dahl
Crater & Cunundrum
Sheol Dynasty & Chump Service
Photo courtesy of Mike Riley

Recent Events

Born to Read

150 kits were packed by 7 volunteers and delivered
to the 4 Green Bay hospitals for new babies

Spring BIG Book Sale
Nearly $26,500 was raised

UntitledTown Photos courtesy of Kara Counard

Co-authors Baptiste & Miranda Paul
presented to a group of 1st graders

Green Bay Metro Fire Department gave
Author Susan Orlean a ride to the Central Library

Upcoming Events
Summer Reading Adventure - Kicks off on June 8 at 10 a.m.

Central Library: 515 Pine Street, Downtown Green Bay
Keep track of your summer reading to win fun prizes. A great
program to motivate readers of all ages. Visit your local library
branch for full details and to register!

Taste of Lake Michigan Fish Boil - August 23 at 6 p.m.

Ashwaubenon Branch Library: 1060 Orlando Drive
Join us for a traditional Door County fish boil with Master Boiler
Jim Laughlin, as he cooks Lake Michigan whitefish over an open
fire. Learn about the history and tradition of this part of our Lake
Michigan heritage and sample the delicious results at the end.

Mark Moran Antiques Appraisal - September 21, 1-4 p.m.
Kress Family Branch Library: 333 North Broadway, De Pere
Have up to three items appraised for $15 each ($5 of each fee
benefits the Friends).
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Fall BIG Book Sale - September 23–28
Central Library: 515 Pine Street, Downtown Green Bay
What treasures will you find at the BIG Book Sale? Search
amongst stacks of hardcover and paperback books in almost
every genre, along with sheet music, puzzles, games and more.
Each sale brings in lots of surprises from the graciously donated
items and is a major fundraiser for the Friends.
Give-A-Kid-A-Book Kickoff - November 6 at 9 a.m.
Central Library: 515 Pine Street, Downtown Green Bay
This program was started in 1989 to promote literacy and help serve
disadvantaged children in the Brown County Area. Last year, more
than 10,000 books were gifted to children.
Weyers-Hilliard Reindeer Cheer - December 12, 4-7 p.m.
Central Library: 515 Pine Street, Downtown Green Bay
This event is becoming a December holiday tradition. It is a fun
family event featuring Santa and live reindeer! Enjoy crafts, activities,
refreshments, entertainment, and photos with Santa and the reindeer!

Friends Leadership Team

Sherrill Revolinski, President
Nicole Virant, Vice-President
Alex Galt, Secretary
Matt Kolpien, Treasurer
Sue Lagerman, Library Liaison

515 Pine Street
Green Bay, WI
54301-5194
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