The Friends of the Brown County Library
value books, reading, education and the
continued pursuit of knowledge.
They recognize the vital role
our Library plays in the
Northeast Wisconsin
community.
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“Fall”ing
into the President’s Role

Nothing makes me happier than rows and rows of books.
I think back to my “home” library when my children were growing
up – the Southwest Branch on 9th Street – and my children loved
going there as much as I did. We loved the books. We loved the
programming. Today, as President of the Friends, I am more aware
than ever of how the Friends make a difference in what the Library
delivers to patrons.
I’ve been excited to see how the Friends can step up to fill gaps and
fulfill needs for the Library. We give them the opportunity to be
creative with events and activities that they bring to the community –
that programming I mentioned. We have helped to support the
Tea with Jane Austen at the Kress Family Library Branch. In December,
we hosted the Reindeer Cheer with Santa and live reindeer at the
Weyers-Hilliard Branch. This past winter, we helped to feature an
incredible variety of musicians at the Stacks & Steeples music series.
Beyond books, these events are excellent ways for the library to bring
arts and culture directly to the community and are prime examples
of what the Friends provide to the Library with our financial support.
Knowing some of the ways our funding helps to make
this happen, I have a few key asks of you:

1. If you’re not already a Friend of the
Brown County Library, please become one.
Every dime of your $20 membership goes
toward funding amazing programming, events
and services that aren’t in the Library’s regular
budget. We are exploring ways to enhance the
membership experience. If you have ideas or
thoughts, we’d love to hear them.

Sherrill Revolinski
Friends President

2. If you love books as much as I do, don’t
miss our upcoming Fall Book Sale. It runs
Tuesday, September 24, through Saturday,
September 28, with a member-only
preview on Monday, September 23.
Every book you purchase counts. Most people don’t realize it, but each
book sale brings in $30,000 to $35,000. That’s money we use to add
events, services, programming, and even technology (such as a few
more iPads) to our branches.
3. If you’re interested in being of service, we’re always seeking
members for our Friends Board and expanding participation in
our committees including Membership, Communications and
Fundraising.

To learn more, please contact me at Srevolinski1@gmail.com.

Friends of the
Brown County Library
This newsletter is published on behalf of the Friends of the
Brown County Library. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charitable and educational organization whose mission is to
promote, sustain, and extend the mission of the Brown County
Library to help ensure library excellence into the future.
Their goals are:
• to assist in the funding, development and implementation of
library programs
• to promote knowledge of the functions, services, resources
and needs of the library
• to raise funds for library programs and equipment
• to maintain an endowment fund for library excellence
Through the generosity of members,
volunteers, and donors, the Friends
help guarantee the continued success
of the Brown County Library.
For additional information, please
visit the Brown County Library
website and follow the Friends link.
You can also call 920-448-5811 or
find us on Facebook by searching
@FoBCL.

Membership Form
Fill out this form to become a new member or renew your existing
membership in the Friends of the Brown County Library.
Membership Type (please check one): New Member ___ Renewal ___
Accept my contribution for:
$20 one-year or $85 five-year membership
(valid for all members of household)
Please send this form with a check to:
Friends of the Brown County Library
515 Pine Street, Green Bay, WI 54301-5194
q I’m interested in volunteer opportunities!
Please list all names that apply to this membership:
Name(s) – Adults_ __________________________________________
Name(s) – Children_________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_ _____________________________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________________
Work Phone_ ______________________________________________
Email_____________________________________________________
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Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Immerse In
Comic Book
Culture at the
2019 Comic-Con®!
Calling all superhero fans and Doctor
Who, Star Trek, Settlers of Catan
groupies! Mark your calendars for
Saturday, October 5, 2019, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. for the Brown County
Library’s Comic-Con® at the
Central Library.

Thoughts from
the Library Director
It is a wonderful and sometimes humbling
honor to work in public libraries. I have
always felt blessed and grateful to serve our
fellow citizens through this work. One of
the experiences that will always stand out
in my heart is an interaction with a former
regular customer when he stopped by
expectantly about a year ago.
Comic-Con® is a registered trademark
of the San Diego Comic Convention.
Used with permission.

This full-day comic book convention
is the perfect time to meet creators,
experts, and fellow comic book fans. Not only that, but graphic
novels, science fiction, movies, television shows, and games.
This year, we are so excited to welcome:

Award-Winning Author Martha Wells, writer of many

fantasy novels including The Books of the Raksura series (beginning
with The Cloud Roads), the Ile-Rien series (including The Death of
the Necromancer) as well as YA fantasy novels, short stories, media
tie-ins (for Star Wars and Stargate: Atlantis), and non-fiction.

Writer/Artist Gene Ha, whose career in comics started with

drawing superheroes for Marvel and DC Comics. Today, he’s well
known for the comic book adventures of Mae. This marks his first
Wisconsin library Comic-Con®, and he’s excited to sketch and give
lessons on how to draw comics.
In addition, both guests will present, host a book signing, and
participate in an interview with a University of Wisconsin professor
for the podcast, “Seriously Fun.”
Other highlights include:
• Artists’ Alley offering the opportunity to shop for comics,
art books, crafts, and more.
• Cosplay
• Costume contest including an award ceremony
• Gaming tables
• Other activities for all ages
The Friends of the Brown County Library is proud to make this
annual event happen in conjunction with Gnome Games, Powers
Comics, The Reader’s Loft, and Game Trade.
Find full details, including costume contest guidelines and event
schedule, online at browncountylibrary.org/comic-con.
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I had first met him years ago when he was
in high school. At that time, through no
fault of his own, life was not easy for him
(actually, it was often rather horrible).
We would chat whenever he came to the
library, and I would give him unconditional
positive regard and plenty of helpful advice.

Sarah Sugden
Brown County Library
Director

He moved out of town as soon as he was able, and over the years,
he would stop by the library from time to time when he visited his
family. He would let me know what was going on in his life, and I
continued to give him the same positive regard and advice.
Finally, he stopped by that one day because he had just finished
his 32 weeks of basic training in the US Army Reserve. He was set
to start a new job the next week as a mentor to youth in the local
Job Corps. He was bursting with pride and confidence, and I cried
when he shared his news.
When we parted to say goodbye, he told me that he wanted to give
me something important to him. He pulled out his wallet and took
out a small card. It had been in his wallet for his entire training,
helping to mold and sustain him. He wanted me to have it because I
had always believed in him and saw something in him that he didn’t
always see himself. I cried again when he gave it to me. It contained
a list of Army Values, a code of conduct that can just as easily be
applied to how we treat our fellow man in our everyday life.
Public libraries change lives, and it’s not always through a book
or a program. So often, it is through the quiet, important work of
honoring the human experience and supporting people as they
move through those experiences. Public libraries, and we who
love them, believe in the limitless potential of each human being –
seeing something in people that they don’t always see themselves.
Thank you, Friends, so very much for all that you do to support the
mission of our Brown County Library as we help your neighbors
and fellow human beings grow and thrive in our communities. We
couldn’t do it without you.
To see the very card that Sarah still carries with her today,
turn to page 5.
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Dive Into

Local HISTORY
This Fall

From Jean Nicolet to the Green Bay Packers, the Brown County Library’s 31st Annual Local History Series
promises a wealth of insights into the culture and history of the area and state we call home. Held in the Brown County
Central Library Lower Level Auditorium, all Local History sessions are free and brought to you by the Friends of the
Brown County Library. Please refer to browncountylibrary.org/local-history for further information.
(** indicates that the book will be available for purchase at the presentation).
Thursday, September 12, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
The book, The Misunderstood Mission of
Jean Nicolet**, is presented by the author,
Professor Patrick J. Jung. Professor Jung has
researched the route of Jean Nicolet for many
years. Attend this program to learn more
about Jean Nicolet, the silk robes, if Green
Bay really was his landing place, and whether
he was actually looking for the Orient.
Thursday, September 19, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
The book, Two Faces of Patriotism**, is
presented by the author, Dr. Richard Pifer.
Dr. Pifer will discuss World War I’s impact
on Wisconsin’s people, from the sacrifices of
young men on the battlefield to the patriotic
fervor to which most Wisconsin residents
devoted themselves during the war effort. He
will also focus on the threat war posed to civil
liberties, and the role played by vigilantes and
super patriots as they attempted to impose
their view of the war effort on their neighbors.
Bonus - Thursday, September 19, 6:30 p.m.
Navajo Code Talkers: Triumph in War, Tragedy at Home
14-year-old Jovita Dsouza portrayed a Navajo Code Talker as she
represented Wisconsin at the National History Day competition in
Washington, D.C., in June. Dsouza, a freshmen at Bay Port High
School, will re-enact her portrayal.
Thursday, September 26, 2019 - No program scheduled as there is a
Green Bay Packers home game in town that evening.
Thursday, October 3, 2019
(Special Ticketed Event)
The book, A Good American Family:
The Red Scare & My Father, is presented
by the author, Pulitzer-Prize winner David
Maraniss. Elliott Maraniss, David’s father and
World War II veteran, was spied on by the
FBI, named as a Communist by an informant,
called before the House Un-American
Activities Committee in 1952, fired from
his newspaper job, and blacklisted for five
years. Yet he never lost faith in America, and
emerged on the other side with his family and optimism intact.

Hear the story that powerfully evokes the political dysfunctions of
the 1950s while underscoring what it really means to be an American.
David Maraniss is an associate editor at The Washington Post. Note
that this is a special ticketed event held at the Rock Garden (5:30 p.m.
reception, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:15 p.m. program). The $60 per person
admission includes a signed copy of the book “A Good American
Family.” Friends members will receive a mailed invitation, or go to
browncountylibrary.org/local-history for information.
Thursday, October 10, 2019
(5:00 p.m. reception, 6:30 p.m. lecture)
Professor Michael McDonnell of the
University of Sydney presents, “Masters of
Empire: A Journey to Indian Country”, a James
Madison Lecture sponsored by the Wisconsin
Historical Society. Professor McDonnell will
reflect on the long personal, political, and
historiographical journey that resulted in his
book Masters of Empire: Great Lakes Indians
and the Making of America**, and the
surprising but illuminating new perspectives
he gained on early North American history.
Thursday, October 17, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
The Belgians Are Coming: the History of the
Largest Belgian Settlement is presented by
Joe Alexander. The largest Belgian settlement
in the United States took place just northeast
of Green Bay. Learn about these Belgian
settlers, and receive a short lesson in Walloon,
a language that is beginning to disappear.

Thursday, October 24, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
The book, The People’s Team: An
Illustrated History of the Green Bay
Packers,** is presented by the author, Mark
Beech. Mr. Beech has researched the Green
Bay Packers, the city and the fans to create
a new book about “The People’s Team.”
We all think we know the history of the
Green Bay Packers. Come learn about the
complex relationship between the town
and the team.
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Why Give A Book (Or Three) to the

31st Annual Give-A-Kid-A-Book Campaign
As you stock up on back-to-school supplies, consider adding a brandnew book (or three) to your cart for the Give-A-Kid-A-Book (GAKAB)
campaign coordinated by the Friends of the Brown County Library.
What’s on the wish list? New, unwrapped and unmarked books for
kids of all ages – babies to age 18. According to Meg Deem, Volunteer
Coordinator for GAKAB, the campaign tends to receive more books for
younger readers, so if you want to make a concerted effort to buy books
for teenager readers, those are especially welcome.
Goals and the Giving
The campaign strives for 10,000 to 12,000 books; the majority are
handed out by Friends of the Brown County Library volunteers as part
of The Salvation Army’s holiday assistance program in December.
“Ours is the first stop for parents who comes through the distribution
event, and they pick out two books per child, based on their children’s
interests, reading level, and age,” said Meg.
Thanks to diligent volunteers, books are organized by age and interest.
Any gaps by age or interest are filled in by volunteers who order books
with money donated so they can serve the full range of approximately
6,000 children.
“It’s so rewarding to talk to the parents and see how involved they are,”
said Meg. “Most of them know what their kids have read and liked
in the past, what they’re interested in. They are so appreciative of the
support the community provides.”
Important Dates
Wednesday, November 6. The official kickoff is held at the Brown
County Central Library and will feature Green Bay Packers wives in
support of the literacy cause. Several 5th grade students from Fort
Howard Elementary School will talk about what books mean to them.
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Wednesday, November 6, to Tuesday, December 10. GAKAB bins will
be set out in all Library Branches and other locations noted below.
Saturday, November 16. The Friends will host a book fair at the Green
Bay Barnes & Noble location. The store will provide a donation code
that, when used at checkout, will provide a percentage of sales to
GAKAB in the form of a gift card. The Friends turn around and use
that card to purchase books to fill in any gaps in donated books.
Meg says this campaign is only possible because of the generosity of
people donating books and funds, as well as the sponsors. For example,
Bay Tek Entertainment hauls the books from the Brown County
Central Library to The Salvation Army’s distribution event. The Brown
County Community Women’s Club, Nicolet National Bank, Green Bay
Packers Give Back program, the Retired Men’s Club, Ladies
of Lambeau, Barnes & Noble, and many others support
the program financially, year after year.
If you prefer to support GAKAB financially, make
your check payable to “Friends of BCL, GAKAB”
and mail it to 515 Pine St., Green Bay, WI 54301.

Where to Drop Off Your Donations
Starting NOW, you can drop off your
new, unwrapped and unmarked books
for GAKAB at any Brown County Library.
Simply tell the librarian it’s for GAKAB.
Starting in early November, you can
drop off your new, unwrapped and
unmarked books at:

• All Brown County Library Branch
GAKAB book bins
• Nicolet National Bank locations
in Greater Green Bay
• Greater Green Bay YMCA locations
• Many Lindeman’s Cleaning locations
• Calvary Lutheran Church
• Western Racquet & Fitness Club

“These Army Values are a code of conduct that can just as easily be
applied to how we treat our fellow man in our everyday life.”
- Sarah Sugden, Library Director (story on page 2)
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The Summer Reading Adventure had participants
flipping pages en masse, with more than 10,000
participants logged as of late July!
It was definitely a great summer for reading in the shade with a
cold drink at hand. Patrons at nine Brown County Libraries and
the Bookmobile registered to participate in the Summer Reading
Adventure with its telltale owl logo. These included children – birth to
high school – and access to books and other educational opportunities
that may not be available to them otherwise. In addition, did you
know the Summer Reading Adventure also extends to adults?
Regardless of age, the goal of the program – which the Library
tweaks a bit year to year – remains steadfast: To prompt people –
and particularly children – to read voluntarily and for recreation
at least 20 minutes a day.
“It’s beneficial, whether it’s a matter of minutes or hours of reading
every day,” said Susan Lagerman, Communications and Library
Program Manager. “We just want kids to read every day, and for adults
to participate because modeling that behavior with their children or
grandchildren is powerful.”
The program isn’t merely focused on books but extends the reading
experience by building enthusiasm through art, music, drama,
puppetry, educational games, hands-on science, nature exploration,
writing, and play. The program also engages struggling readers by
offering the opportunity to select their own reading materials,

Transitions

Summer

Reading
Adventure
Heated Things Up!

including alternate formats such as books on CD, magazines, graphic
novels, and material on the Internet.
If you’re not convinced, consider this: numerous studies show that
children – especially children living in poverty – who do not read or
engage in constructive, educational activities over the summer months
are at greater risk for summer reading loss. “This makes it difficult
for them to ‘catch up’ in the fall when schools resumes,” said Sue.
“The good news is that more than 25 years of research validates that
Summer Reading Adventure activities help children to maintain and
improve their reading abilities.”
Incentives offered throughout the program drummed up interest as
well. Participants had the opportunity to win prizes, including Kindle
Fires, themed gift baskets, and books. The Friends funded VISA gift
cards, and gift cards to Starbucks, The Dough Shoppe, Smart Cow, The
Reader’s Loft, The Exchange, and Marcus Theaters. Thank you to all
our Summer Reading Adventure sponsors!
“Collectively, the incentives created excitement and encouraged
participation in the Summer Reading Adventure,” said Sue. “The
library’s programs and events support the love of learning and reading
and that is a winning combination!”

KaraLynne Moore recently stepped down as a Friends Board Member to explore other
volunteer opportunities. KaraLynne credits her mother for her love of libraries and
reading, and reminisced how her eight siblings would all check out six books apiece,
and each would read most of the others’ books before they were returned for the
next round. A professional portfolio manager for a local bank, KaraLynne devoted
more than 10 years of volunteer service to the Friends. She was a member of multiple
subcommittees, regularly served (and plans to continue) as a Book Sale Team Leader,
and most recently was our Board Secretary. Thank you, KaraLynne, and all the best.
Victoria Black is the newest member of the Friends Board. Vicki is an accountant
at a local food products manufacturer, and is an active volunteer in the community,
including House of Hope, Current Young Professionals, the Girl Scouts of Northwestern
Great Lakes, and the McAuliffe Elementary School PTO Board. Welcome, Vicki!

KaraLynne Moore
Past Board Member

Finally, we regret to announce the passing of longtime Friends benefactor Tom Bartelt.
Tom was a Green Bay East High School graduate, received his degree in English
Education at UW-Madison, and taught English in Madison and Atlanta high schools
before retiring back to Madison. Tom still supported his Green Bay
roots with his extremely generous contributions to
the Friends over the years.

Victoria Black
New Board Member
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Fall

BIG BookSale

Seeking New Homes for Books With Lots of Life Left

“You know you’ve read a good book
when you turn the last page and feel
a little as if you have lost a friend.”
If you’re an avid reader, you understand this
quote deep down into your bones. It’s what
compels you to add book after book to that
pile on your nightstand, the kitchen counter,
next to your favorite seat in the living room or
all of the above. And what better opportunity
to build up your very own library than the
Fall Book Sale?
You might be tempted to compare the Fall
Book Sale to a treasure hunt – except that
it’s a highly organized and categorized one.
Whether you’re in search of picture books,
young adult books, cookbooks, self-help
books, coffee table books or anything in
between, you’ll find your favorite books
categorized, standing and stacked in the
Central Library Lower Level. The public
can check out the Fall Book Sale Tuesday,
September 24, through Saturday, September
28. But, if you’re a Friends of the Brown
County Library member, you have access
to a Members-Only Preview on Monday,
September 23.
A few must-knows about the Book Sale:
• From antiques to zoology, the books are
sorted and categorized by passionate readers
who volunteer year-round to sort and
organize donations.
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• If you’re on the hunt for children’s books
(ATTENTION TEACHERS!), this is the
place. Children’s books are categorized into
chapter books, picture books, early reader
books, books for teens, and more so you can
swoop in, scour the shelves, and scoop up
plenty to refresh your classroom library.
It’s also a great place to help a young parent
build a wonderful in-home library.
• You’ll find books on everything from
the New York Times Best Sellers List of
six months ago to the classics you enjoy
rereading every few years.
• The books include donations from library
patrons – some of whom buy a book, read it
once and donate it – as well as books culled
from the library’s stock. Many of the books
are in good condition (many still pristine), as
each and every one is handled by a volunteer
sorter. These are books you’ll feel good about
bringing home to your family.
• If you prefer listening to reading, the book
sale includes an assortment of audiobooks in
addition to traditional books.
• Join us as a customer or consider
volunteering, as it takes a crew of volunteers
help to make the sale run smoothly! We are
seeking Friends members to serve in the roles
of cashier, organizer, team leader, transporter,
wristband checker, and more. Each volunteer
will receive 5 FREE BOOKS as our way of
saying, “Thank you!”
“We raise a crazy amount of money during a
relatively short period of time with each book
sale,” said Sherrill Revolinski, Friends of the
Brown County Library Board President. “It’s
all about volume, and what’s amazing is that
we start each sale with a clean slate.”

A special thank you to BayCare Clinic for
donating reusable bags and to Festival Foods
for donating paper bags. We couldn’t do this
without you!
More details forthcoming at
browncountylibrary.org or follow us on
Facebook at @FoBCL.

Fall Book Sale
By The Numbers
•
•
•
•
•

100,000+ books
$2 books to start
$5 per bag of books later in the sale
Dozens of volunteers
Each book sale raises $30,000 to  $35,000 for
the Friends of the Brown County Library
during fewer than 45 hours.
• EVERY dollar benefits the Brown County
Library through programming, events,
services and other items.

Mark Your Calendars!
Member Only Preview:
Monday, September 23, 3 - 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 24, 9 a.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Wednesday, September 25, 9 a.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Thursday, September 26, 9 a.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Friday, September 27, 9 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday, September 28, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Drop Off Donations
Any Time, at Any Branch!
•
•
•
•
•

Paperback & hardcover books (in good condition)
Jigsaw puzzles (with no missing pieces)
Rare and valuable items
Books on CD
• Cookbooks
Sheet music
• Video games

Upcoming Events

Mark Moran Antiques Appraisal.... September 21
Fall BIG Book Sale .................... September 23 – 28
Brown County Library Comic-Con®........ October 5
Comic-Con is a registered trademark of the San Diego Comic Convention.

Give-A-Kid-A-Book Kickoff ................ November 6
Weyers-Hilliard Reindeer Cheer...... December 12
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Upcoming Events

Mark Moran Antiques Appraisal - September 21, 1-4 p.m.

Kress Family Branch Library: 333 North Broadway, De Pere
Have up to three items appraised for $15 each ($5 of each fee
benefits the Friends). Registration required; call (920) 448-4407.

Fall BIG Book Sale - September 23–28
Central Library: 515 Pine Street, Downtown Green Bay
What treasures will you find at the BIG Book Sale? Search
amongst stacks of hardcover and paperback books in almost
every genre, along with sheet music, puzzles, games, and more.
Each sale brings in lots of surprises from the graciously donated
items and is a major fundraiser for the Friends. Special preview night
for Friends members on September 23 (see page 7).
Brown County Library Comic-Con® - October 5, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Central Library: 515 Pine Street, Downtown Green Bay
This full-day comic book convention is the perfect time to meet
creators (featuring Award-Winning Author Martha Wells and Writer/
Artist Gene Ha), experts, and fellow comic book fans. Highlights

Printing by

include an Artists’ Alley with shopping opportunites, Cosplay, a
costume contest, gaming tables, and other activities for all ages.

Give-A-Kid-A-Book Book Fair - November 16 at 9 a.m.

Barnes & Noble Green Bay, 2498 Oneida Street, Green Bay
The Friends will host a book fair at the Green Bay Barnes & Noble
location. They will provide a donation code that, when used at
checkout, will provide a percentage of sales to GAKAB. Stock up on all
the items you’d buy anyway and benefit the Friends (and GAKAB) in
the process! GAKAB Kickoff is November 6 at the Central Library.

Weyers-Hilliard Reindeer Cheer - December 12, 4-7 p.m.
Weyers Hilliard Branch Library: 2680 Riverview Dr, Howard
This event is fast becoming a cherished holiday tradition. It’s a fun
family event featuring Santa and three live reindeer straight from the
North Pole. Enjoy crafts, activities, refreshments (decorate your own
cookie!), entertainment, and photos with Santa and the reindeer.
NEW THIS YEAR: Lamers Bus Lines will provide shuttle service from
3:45 to 7:15 p.m. to and from Green Bay Community Church.

