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The Friends of the Brown County Library
value books, reading, education and the
continued pursuit of knowledge.
They recognize the vital role
our Library plays in the
Northeast Wisconsin
community.
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Safeguarding Community Literacy
Give-A-Kid-A-Book Campaign
Launches Virtually

Your library card is your link to free online resources at:

www.browncountylibrary.org/digital
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From the
Editor’s
Desk
After recently retiring, my wife and I decided to buy a small camper
and hit the open roads. (Given how crowded the campgrounds
have been during the pandemic, we did not seem to be the only
ones choosing this path).

Friends of the
Brown County Library
This newsletter is published on behalf of the Friends of the
Brown County Library. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charitable and educational organization whose mission is to
promote, sustain, and extend the mission of the Brown County
Library to help ensure library excellence into the future.
Their goals are:
• To assist in the funding, development, and implementation
of library programs
• To promote knowledge of the functions, services, resources,
and needs of the library
• To raise funds for library programs and equipment
• To maintain an endowment fund for library excellence
Through the generosity of members,
volunteers, and donors, the Friends
help guarantee the continued success
of the Brown County Library.
For additional information, please
visit the Brown County Library
website and follow the Friends link.
You can also call 920-448-5811 or
find us on Facebook by searching
@FoBCL.

A recent trip along the Mississippi brought us to Hannibal,
Missouri, birthplace of Samuel Clemens, more commonly known
as Mark Twain. In addition to houses and buildings preserved to
tell the story of young Samuel’s life in Hannibal, the streets were
filled with all things Twain, including impersonators, re-enactors,
street vendors, and the ubiquitous gift shops. Upon entering a store
to buy postcards, I noticed a Mark Twain T-shirt with a quote that
really stood out to me, especially after having driven along some
of the poorer back roads of Missouri and Arkansas: “The man who
does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t
read them.”
As it turns out, it is questionable whether the statement originated
with or was even uttered by Mark Twain. Regardless, the statement
is no less profound, and makes a great point on the importance of
reading and education.
This is why literacy is an important mission of the library, and
why the Friends work so hard to support that mission. To instill
and maintain the habit of reading good books, our Born to Read
program encourages mothers to start reading to their newborns.
Our support of the library’s Summer Reading Adventure
encourages continued youth reading over the summer break.
And our Give-A-Kid-A-Book (GAKAB) campaign helps to put
books in the hands of children from families in need. In this issue,
you’ll find ways to provide help to this year’s upcoming GAKAB
campaign. Please consider those options, and thank you for your
continued support of the Friends’ efforts to promote the reading of
good books. Stay well.
Don Kraft
Managing Editor
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Plan Your Journey to Literacy at
browncountylibrary.org

Thoughts from the
Library Director
There are two gifts from my maternal grandmother I treasure
most. The first is her wedding ring, which was her own
grandmother’s. The second gift I cherish is my grandmother’s
Library Volunteer badge.
My grandmother was a life-long library lover, and she shared that
love with her children and grandchildren. In fact, she gave me my
first library memory – holding her hand while we walked through
the stacks of the Abington Township Public Library. I was a very
young child, but I still remember the vivid colors of books on
shelves that seemed to stretch up and up and on forever. There
was (is!) so much to see and explore in a library. That first library
visit with my grandmother made me realize a library is a magical,
amazing place like no other. It changed my life.
Her love of libraries inspired my grandmother to volunteer at
her local public library throughout her life. While she was always
willing to help with anything, her favorite volunteer activity
was shelving books. This was, of course, because it gave her the
opportunity to see what she wanted to read next! She was an avid
reader and kept notebooks listing every book she wanted to read.
(She had, as you might imagine, lots and lots of notebooks.) My
grandmother also loved, however, the satisfaction of returning
books to their homes to wait for discovery by someone new. While
she never said so, I am convinced that she slipped each book back
into its place on the shelf with a happy wish to its future readers.
Other very important women in my life also share a love of
libraries and also donate time and talent to support their libraries.
My mother (who reads while vacuuming) volunteers for her local
library’s annual major fundraiser, which raises critical funds for
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her small-town library. For more than 30 years, my stepmother
has volunteered once a week at her local public library, shelving
books, staffing the desk, keeping the library’s woodstove going
(really!), and doing anything else that’s needed. She also serves on
her library’s volunteer Board, working with other library-loving
community members to help and support their library through
essential advocacy, annual book sales, fundraisers, and more. For
my mother-in-law, her volunteer work at the local public library
is “like balm for the soul” (her words!). Like my grandmother, my
mother-in-law loves to be among “the books” and adores shelving.
Her library volunteer hours are her very favorite time of each
week. In my library work, I see the difference this help makes.
Volunteers keep libraries strong. Volunteers give libraries extra
support, extra hands, extra love. They help libraries do things that,
otherwise, libraries just couldn’t do. Volunteers are so very special
and such tremendous blessings.
Our Friends of Brown County Library are treasured library
volunteers. Thank you. You give our library so much extra
support, so many extra hands, and such an abundance of extra
love. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
We couldn’t do this without you.
My grandmother’s Library Volunteer badge sits on my desk at
work. Each time I see it, I think of her, and I think about the
impact and importance of library volunteers. Each time, my heart
smiles and sings with gladness and gratitude for you library lovers
everywhere who donate time and talent and treasure to keep our
libraries strong.
What gifts you give.
Sarah Sugden
Brown County Library Director
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Give-A-Kid-A-Book ~

32 Years and Going Strong!
2020 has forced so many events, meetings and campaigns to go
virtual, and the 2020 Give-A-Kid-A-Book (GAKAB) launch is no
exception. And yet, the show must go on: We have thousands of kids
awaiting new books. Our holiday wish to you: To please consider
providing new, unwrapped books for kids of all ages, babies to age 18,
as part of the 2020 GAKAB program.

Of course, we will collect books at all Brown
County Library Branch GAKAB book bins,
Nicolet National Bank locations in the Greater
Green Bay area and many other area businesses
until Thursday, December 10. If you wish to
make a financial contribution to GAKAB, please
make your check payable to “Friends of the
Brown County Library - GAKAB” and mail it to
515 Pine St., Green Bay, WI 54301.

Now in its 32nd year, the annual campaign - coordinated by The
Friends of the Brown County Library (FBCL) - promotes literacy
among all children and collects and distributes new books to at-risk
kids in Brown County. Since 1989, the Friends have collected upward
With the special challenges this year, it is so
of 11,000 books each year that are distributed to more than 6,000
important to recognize the hundreds of people
children, primarily through a partnership with the Salvation Army
who generously donate books and funds to support
Holiday Assistance Program. Now, more than ever, getting books into
the children in our community. The program is
these children’s hands is important; as stated by Molly Crosby, thes
blessed to have the long-standing support of
upportalso
ingsponsors such as Nicolet National Bank, Green
GAKAB campaign honorary chair,  “Kids Who Read, Succeed!”
key
Bay Packers Give Back, Brown County Community
s ppthem,
ortingwe say a
What’s unique to 2020’s campaign: The Friends are taking
Women’s Club and WBAY-TV2.uTo
extraordinary precautions to maintain everyone’s health and safety
resounding, “Thank you!”
during the collection, transport, setup, and distribution of these
books to the families. Friends’ volunteers deserve kudos for going the
extra mile in their preparations and for their ingenuity in making this
campaign – which impacts so many children’s lives – happen.
To that end, the Friends are offering more options than ever for you
to share your love of reading and your favorite books with others.
These include several options you can execute from the comfort of
your own home, listed below.
Barnes & Noble Book Fair at the Ashwaubenon store
Again this year, we will partner with the local Barnes & Noble for a
Book Fair on Saturday, November 21, 2020. If you use the voucher
found in this newsletter, GAKAB earns a percentage of the sales
which we then use to buy additional books.
Barnes & Noble virtual Book Fair at bn.com
If you prefer, you can shop online November 21-27 on the Barnes
& Noble website and by using the voucher, GAKAB will still benefit.
Lion’s Mouth Bookstore online
Order at lionsmouthbookstore.com and let them know the books
are for GAKAB.
Amazon
Find our Amazon Wishlist at tinyurl.com/GiveAKidABookWishlist
and have books shipped directly to us at the Library.

Where to Drop Off
Your Donations

Starting NOW, you can drop off your new,
unwrapped and unmarked books for GAKAB at any
Brown County Library. Simply tell the librarian it’s
for GAKAB or drop them off at:
• All Brown County Library Branch GAKAB
book bins
• Nicolet National Bank locations in
Greater Green Bay
• Greater Green Bay YMCA locations
You can also purchase books at
Barnes+Noble and Lion’s Mouth, and drop
them off in bins at the stores.
Or use the Amazon Wish List option for
ultimate convenience.
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Give-A-Kid-A-Book 2020 is going virtual!
Watch for video segments about this year’s campaign posted on
Facebook @GiveAKidABookBrownCounty and
browncountylibrary.org/gakab during the week of November 2.

Shop from where you are!
Visit Give-A-Kid-A-Book’s Amazon wish list to purchase titles and have them sent directly to
the library!

1.
2.

Go to tinyurl.com/GiveAKidABookWishlist

3.

Add this shipping address in your shopping cart:

Select books you would like to purchase.

Friends of Brown County Library - GAKAB
515 Pine Street
Green Bay, WI 54301

See What’s in Store at Lion’s Mouth Bookstore!
Shop our wish list at
Lion’s Mouth Bookstore, Green Bay’s premier indie bookstore
401 N. Washington Street
downtown Green Bay

and online at lionsmouthbookstore.com

1.

Shop in-store at Barnes & Noble
Saturday, November 21
Present enclosed Book Fair voucher or use this code at
checkout: 12590972

IN-STORE &
ONLINE!

2.

Shop November 21 - 27

3.

Support Give-A-Kid-A-Book by donating your
purchase during Barnes & Noble’s Holiday
Book Drive, November 1 - December 12.

Use this code at checkout: 12590972

A portion of your purchase benefits Give-A-Kid-A-Book.
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browncountylibrary.org

GAKAB Participants
Jayar Stevens, 4th Grade, Fort Howard Elementary School
I like to read because it can increase my learning. It can also help me improve in life.  Lastly, it will
get me smarter and not have as many problems in my life.  I like to read graphic novels. I like to read
them because they have pictures. Also, they are kind of like chapter books, which I like to read, too.  
I definitely have a favorite book. It is called Because of Winn-Dixie. It’s a really good book. Have you
heard that there’s a movie about it? The movie is really cool, too.
I do have books of my own. Lots of books! And other kids should have some, too. Why? Because
I think books are great! They can even make you smarter. Reading is valuable because it can make
you smarter and even improve your grades and your life!
Mariana Nieto, 4th Grade, Fort Howard Elementary School
I like to read and every kid should have the choice if they like reading or not. Personally I like
reading because it makes me feel like I am in the book. Also, it is fun to choose the book you are
going to read. I like to read about animals. I like to read about animals or other nonfiction because it
gives you information. What do you like to read about? One of my favorite books is George Brown,
Class Clown: World’s Worst Wedgie. I like this book because it is funny and this little boy tries to
make money, but you have to read it for yourself to find out what happens.

Membership
Form

I do have books at home and I don’t know how I could live without them. Books are incredible.
Every kid should have their own books at home. Sometimes it is just nice to sit down and read a
book. When I am feeling down, I read a book. When I want to find out more about something, I
read a book. There are many purposes for books, so I think every kid deserves something to read.
Books are so valuable to kids. They make us feel like we are in a different world we can’t be in.

Fill out this form to become a member of the Friends of the
Brown County Library or to renew your membership.
Membership Type (please check one): New Member __ Renewal __

Accept my contribution for:
$20 one-year membership (for all members of household) or $85 five-year membership
Please send this form with a check to:
Friends of the Brown County Library, 515 Pine Street, Green Bay, WI 54301-5194

Share your photos wit

h us!

Social media fans
of The Friends
of the Brown Coun
ty Library share
photos of their expe
riences year
round. We’d love fo
r you to post your
library-related phot
os for all to enjoy
on our Facebook pa
ge.

Please list all names that apply to this membership:
Name(s) – Adults_ _________________________________________________________
Name(s) – Children________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_ ____________________________________________________________
Home Phone______________________________________________________________
Work Phone_ _____________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________________________________________
q I’m interested in volunteer opportunities!
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Friends Leadership Team

Sherrill Revolinski, President
Matt Kolpien, Vice President
Victoria Black, Treasurer
Don Kraft, Secretary
Sue Lagerman, Library Liaison

Managing Edits by Don Kraft
Copywriting by Lori Kaye Lodes
Graphic Layout by
Printing by
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Green Bay, WI
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Give Us Your Two Cents’ Worth Take The 2020 Friends of the Library Member Survey
You joined the Friends for a reason – because you love reading, you value books and reading, or you simply appreciate education and the
pursuit of knowledge. We’d love to learn more about all our Friends, and to that end, we are asking you all to take a short member survey.
The survey’s goal is to learn more about who you are in terms of demographics, what you like about the organization, and what you might
like to see us to do differently or in addition. Do you like Friends swag? Does your whole household participate in the Friends membership?
Are you interested in volunteering, book clubs, or Friends-only events?
Please share you’re anonymous answers to these and a few other survey questions before the end of this year. The more thorough you’re
answers, the better so we can create events, benefits, and other programming of interest to best serve you and all our Friends
membership. You can pull up the survey by following this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KCQTNJ9.

Connect
with us!

Thank you, in advance, for sharing your two cents’ worth!

Brown County Library
Brown County Library
browncountylibrary
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